MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	September 14, 2016

PRESENT:     President Heather Bagshaw
                       Vice-President Rich Paolino	
                       Trustee Vincent Seeley
[bookmark: _GoBack]                       Trustee James Chewens
                       Trustee Stanley Dushane

 
PUBLIC HEARING:

The Village of Catskill Board of Trustees will hold a Public Hearing on September 14, 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Senior Center on Academy St., Catskill, NY, to hear public comment on application for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for the 2016 program.

President Bagshaw opened the Public Hearing and Trustee Chewens gave a rundown of the application for the CDBG Grant for Crossroads Brewery.  Ken Landon and Janine Bennett were introduced and spoke of what the Grant would be used for.  Questions were taken from the audience:  Chris Rappleyea asked about the 22 jobs and whether they were full or part-time jobs, and as to how many parking spaces would be used.  The jobs are full time, as the brewery will probably be running 2 or 3 shifts, and the parking will not be interfering with others.  Workers would be coming sporadically to work.

Ken Landon further informed that there would be a beer tasting room, but there are no plans for a restaurant at this time.  He stated that he is using only local craftsmen for this project.

The CDBG Grant is for $322,000.  Crossroads will meet with the Planning Board on September 19 for further review.  Bill Zwoboda, Chairman of the Planning Board, stated that he was looking forward to said review.  

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by  Paolino, to approve Resolution Authorizing the Submission of an Application for Grant Funds to the New York State Office of Community Renewal FY2016 Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG Grant application) for Crossroads Brewery.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Paolino, to close the Public Hearing.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.


AGENDA:

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Paolino, to approve payment of audited bills.    AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to approve submitted department reports.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.
Gil and MaryAnn Bagnell spoke to the Board with regard to tables/chairs on the sidewalk in front of their business.  They said that when they applied for the NYS Liquor License, the Village received a copy of their application and a copy of their plan and design for the building.  The outdoor seats are 20% of their business.  The Village has not been consistent with the law in this regard and it is very ambiguous.  The Zoning Code is for public and private sidewalks.  Trustee Seeley said that everyone needs to make sure we’re all on the same page with regard to the law.  Bagnell said that no one disputes the law, but it is not what they intended their use to be.  Their NYS Liquor License application stated that they would be using tables on their sidewalk for the purpose of selling food and drink.  Chief Darling stated that the NYS Liquor Authority is the regulating agency in this regard.  Alex Betke, Esq., Village Attorney, said that there is the matter of the open container law as well, but that ‘outside’ of the garden, you would be in violation, as per the Village Charter.  So, the issue is whether or not you can have a ‘café’ on a sidewalk.  Bagnell said that this was never and issue, and thought that his NYS Liquor License covered this.  President Bagshaw said that she would like to research this more and to meet with Mr. Betke to see how to move forward in this regard.  May need to pass a Resolution to allow a ‘café’ to serve during a certain timeframe (as they would not be serving during the colder months).  The Planning and Zoning Boards were asked to notify the Trustees if they see a ‘café’ in the plans for any new restaurants in the Village.  Bill Zwoboda, Chairman of the Planning Board, said that this law is antiquated and needs to be updated.  Seeley said that the 2 sections of the Charter (Sect. 24 & 26) need to be amended via Public Hearing.  Bagnells asked for waiver of these laws presently, until they can be amended.  

Chief Darling said that the other issue is all of the stuff on the sidewalks; such as, sandwich board signs, ropes for tables, as well as the trees, all make if very difficult for handicap access on the sidewalks.  Chief said that he must take action if there is a complaint; and he does get complaints on the sidewalk issue (stuff in the way) more than there are complaints about the drinking at the tables on the sidewalks.

President Bagshaw stated that they are only interested in the current issues regarding the sidewalks and that a Resolution needs to be put together to allow the restaurants to have tables/chairs on sidewalks in the Village.  Alex Betke, Esq. said that there needs to be sidewalk ‘café’ laws specific to the Village.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to allow Café 394 a 60-day allowance to have tables/chairs outside, 4 feet from the façade of their building.  AYES:  Bagshaw, Paolino, Chewens and Seeley.  NAYS:  Dushane.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards asked if the Board will make the change, as the Board has a tendency to not move forward on issues.  President Bagshaw said that it would get done.  

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Paolino, to allow the 60 days to have tables/chairs outside & 4 feet from façade for the NY Restaurant, Garden Gate, Country Store, Community Center, Exchange House, Magpie Books, Pet Store, and any other store/restaurant with tables/chairs.   AYES:  Bagshaw, Paolino, Chewens and Seeley.  NAYS:  Dushane.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to adjourn the meeting.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.



								Respectfully submitted,


								BETSY COTHREN
