VILLAGE OF CATSKILL							Board Members
PLANNING BOARD							Patrick McCulloch, Chairman	
422 Main St.								Ann Gibbons, Gilbert Bagnell,
Catskill, NY 12414							Michele Pulver, Mitchell Smith,	
Tom Gibson, Anthony Petrianni  
Minutes: August 31, 2020 

Roll Call:  Patrick McCulloch (Chairman), Ann Gibbons, Mitchell Smith, Michele Pulver, Gilbert Bagnell, Tom Gibson, Anthony Petrianni, Sherri Law (Secretary), Joseph Kozloski (Trustee), Ted Hilscher (Village Attorney), Florence Fielman (ZBA), Angelo DiCaprio, Angelo DiCaprio Jr., Christine Rappleyea, Stuart Breslow, Kathy Keslick, Elizabeth Wahl, Debra Samuels, Neva Wartell, Mabel Bermejo, Liam Singer, Fred Calvo, Alban Plotkin, Geno Rodriguez, Janice Rodriguez, Ben Fain, Frank Swim, Laura Morgan, and Lisa Fox Martin.  

Began Meeting at 7:00PM

Patrick McCulloch called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance and took roll call (all members present).  

Patrick McCulloch began the meeting mentioning that all of the previous approved PB minutes had been uploaded to the Village website prior to tonight’s meeting.  Patrick McCulloch opened the meeting up to public comment.  Kathy Keslick questioned whether the public would be able to see the full set of changes once they have been completed.  Ted Hilscher stated that the plan is to post a red line of the complete Zoning Laws with the proposals to the Village website prior to the next PB meeting scheduled for September 14.  Kathy Keslick asked if the public would be able to make comments then.  The PB agreed that the public would be able to make comments.  Patrick McCulloch also stated that the Village Board will then hold meeting regarding the new Zoning Laws to approve the PB proposals.  

Kathy Keslick asked how livestock was defined.  Ted Hilscher stated that a definition would be created.  Debra Samuels asked if there were setbacks in regards to having livestock on private property.  Ted Hilscher explained that the setbacks for livestock were the same as the setbacks for other structures on private property.  

Geno Rodriguez shared some photos with the members of the PB and requested that a subcommittee be formed for the arts and beautification of the Village.  Geno Rodriguez was specifically referring to a property located on Spring Street where there was an overgrowth of vegetation that is causing concerns with safety such as blind spots for motorists and the presence of ticks when walking by the said vegetation.  Patrick McCulloch stated that a subcommittee would be up to the Village Board of Trustees.  Ted Hilscher stated that the concerns were on the Village’s radar.  

Chris Rappleyea asked if there were any changes to where schools could be located and mentioned the WD district and WOD district.  Ted Hilscher stated that there haven’t been any changes to the WD district or WOD district.

Chris Rappleyea asked if there have been any final recommendations regarding STR/Air B n B’s.  Patrick McCulloch stated that there hasn’t been anything final and that it was something that the PB was still working through.  Liam Singer mentioned that they should be regulated appropriately, but mentioned that someone wanting to rent out their carriage house should be allowed with limited regulations compared to a realtor who specifically purchased property to operate Air B N B’s should be regulated more strictly.  Ben Fain mentioned that surrounding areas have placed taxes on Air B n B’s that make over a certain amount of revenue yearly, for example over $20, 000.  Ben Fain stated that the regulations should be different for homeowners compared to large scale operations.  

Ted Hilscher began to discuss Proposed Subdivision Ranks, mentioning that the Village did not currently have any subdivision laws.  Ted Hilscher stated that the proposed laws would have 2 parts, one for the procedure, and one for the design standards, and that he would like to keep it simple.  There was some discussion between Gilbert Bagnell, Patrick McCulloch, and Florence Fielman regarding the requirements of roads and common driveways in regards to the specific specs that they should be and the importance of emergency vehicles being able to access these roads and driveways.

Ted Hilscher brought up Historic Preservation next asking what powers should be given to the Commission if appointed by the Village Board, mentioning that the Commission would make the recommendations and the Village Board would adopt the recommendation.  Kathy Keslick asked that if a commission was adopted, would it then take over the PB and have all of the decision making power.  Patrick McCulloch stated that yes it would, if adopted.  Chris Rappleyea asked if there was any avenue for an appeal process through a Commission decision.  Ted Hilscher stated that there was an appeals process and that the appeals would be made to the Village Board.  Tom Gibson stated that a Commission decision would be separate from the new proposals to the Zoning Law and would be looked at in more detail.  

Ted Hilscher discussed Design Standards next.  Ted Hilscher mentioned that design standards would be different for commercial and residential zones, stating that there would be guidelines for the residential zones and guidelines for the commercial zones.  Ted Hilscher stated that what enhances the guidelines could be one of two things.  One, photographs of preferred buildings could be incorporated into the design standards.  And two, examples could be taken from a historical architecture book.  The PB agreed that there should be a set of design standards for Main Street as they want to maintain the economic health of the Village.  The PB agreed that a set of design standards would be difficult in residential zones because there are already so many different types of styles.  Fred Calvo disagreed with the difficulty of creating design standards for the residential zones.  Fred Calvo stated that the PB could create some type of standards to keep things nice.  Gilbert Bagnell stated that he would like an addendum to the historic section to include photographs.  Ted Hilscher asked the PB if they would like to leave in the design standards section to send to the Village Board.  The PB agreed that they would like to carve out the design standards for Main Street. 

The next topic for discussion was Dumpsters.  Dumpsters would include clothing drop boxes and refuse collection areas.  Patrick McCulloch questioned what could be done in regards to businesses that do not have anywhere to store their garbage because they don’t have access to the back of their buildings from the street.  Michele Pulver suggested that they business owners build an encasement to store their garbage bins in.

Ted Hilscher discussed signs next stating that the previous sign section was 22 pages long and the proposed changes has been cut to 6 pages.  Signs that require a permit are wall/roof, awning, and free standing signs.  There are no free standing signs allowed in the central commercial district, otherwise each business is allowed 1 free standing sign and 1 wall sign (2 wall signs if the building is located on a corner lot.  Ted Hilscher mentioned that there were a few issues with the current sign laws: no restrictions for height and size in the C1 zone, no limit on interior window signs, roof signs are permitted in the central commercial zone with a permit, and number of awning signs.  Mitchell Smith stated that the limit for signs in the C1 zone is 40 square feet.  Florence Fielman stated that the number of awning signs was 2 because if there might be 2 separate businesses in one building and also the awning may not fully cover the entrance, but instead it may be located on opposite sides of the entrance.  Chris Rappleyea asked if there was a limit to the number of free standing signs (sandwich boards) that a business could put out.  Florence Fielman stated that there was limitations.  Chris Rappleyea stated that she had concerns for pedestrian safety on public sidewalks.  Chris Rappleyea asked if there were regulations on event signs.  Florence Fielman stated that whomever put them out should be the one to remove them.  Patrick McCulloch stated that event signs were allowed on public property and that a new part time CEO had been hired to help regulate things such as that.  Mitchell Smith mentioned that even signs could be put up 30 days prior to an event, but should be removed 7 days after the event.  Ted Hilscher asked the PB if window signs should be limited.  Mitchell Smith stated that window signs should not cover more than 25% of the window.  Gilbert Bagnell suggested that window signs should be limited to the size of wall signs.  Mitchell Smith stated that people could get projections signs, wall signs, and window signs, and that it was limited to 2 out of 3 of those choices.  Gilbert Bagnell stated that he was not sure if the PB should restrict neon signs.  Liam Singer stated that there were so many new technologies in regards to neon signs and that within certain parameters they could be aesthetically pleasing and could offer a retro appeal.  

Ted Hilscher discussed Billboards next.  Ted Hilscher mentioned that the Village couldn’t deprive the billboard owners of their value and stated that they would have to take a look at the size of the parcels.  Ted Hilscher suggested that inventory be taken all of billboards and the size parcel that they were located on.  Ted Hilscher mentioned that no new billboards were allowed.  Patrick McCulloch asked the PB if they wanted to include language on billboards in the Zoning Law.  The PB agreed.

Ted Hilscher concluded by stating that over the next week or so he would work on getting a new version of the Zoning Laws all red lined and up on the Village website before the next PB meeting for everyone to take a look at.  The new Zoning Laws would include definitions, a table of use regulations, site plan revisions, subdivision, signs, and STR/Air B n B’s.  It was also agreed upon by the PB that the historic commission would be taken out for the time being and discussed in more detail.                        

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tom Gibson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Mitchell Smith.     

Meeting adjourned at 8:45PM.     

Next meeting scheduled for September 14, 2020 at 7:00PM. 



