VILLAGE OF CATSKILL							Board Members
PLANNING BOARD							Patrick McCulloch, Chairman	
422 Main St.								Ann Gibbons, Gilbert Bagnell,
Catskill, NY 12414							Michele Pulver, Mitchell Smith,	
Tom Gibson, Anthony Petrianni  
Minutes: August 24, 2020 

Roll Call:  Patrick McCulloch (Chairman), Ann Gibbons, Mitchell Smith, Michele Pulver, Gilbert Bagnell, Tom Gibson, Anthony Petrianni, Sherri Law (Secretary), Mike Ragaini (CEO), Joseph Kozloski (Trustee), Ted Hilscher (Village Attorney), Peter Markou, Greg Kardos, Sarah Kardos, and Nicholas Masch, Angelo DiCaprio, Angelo DiCaprio Jr., Christine Rappleyea, Stuart Breslow, Anne Miller, Elton Vandermark Jr., Bonnie Wagner, Paul Ambrose, CJ Matherne, Laleh Khorramian, Mayra Johnson, Jay Lesenger, Hudson Talbott, Kathy Keslick, Elizabeth Wahl, Sam Margolius, and Rich Alberg.  

Began Meeting at 7:00PM

Patrick McCulloch called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance, took roll call (all members present) and requested a motion to approve the minutes from August 10 and August 17.  Anthony Petrianni moved to approve the minutes.  Second by Gilbert Bagnell.  All in favor of approving the minutes.  Minutes approved.  

Public Hearing/Site Plan Review (95 Bridge Street, The Agway Project, Sarah Kardos, Owner)  

Sarah Kardos was present to submit her site plan review for 95 Bridge Street and to present to the public for the scheduled public hearing.  Sarah Kardos explained the project stating that she would like to take the existing property and clean it up.  The bottom level will be a commercial space with a proposed art supply store, market, and luncheonette.  The upper level will include 8 apartments.  The rear building on the property will include an apartment on each level.  The building located closest to the DPW will include a snack/coffee shop.  Kathy Keslick asked how many apartments would be included in the upper portion.  Sarah Kardos stated that there would be 8 on bedroom apartments.  Kathy Keslick asked what the square footage of the apartments would be.  Sarah Kardos explained that the square footage would vary from 384-700 square feet.  Gilbert Bagnell asked if the façade would be one material.  Sarah Kardos stated that the siding would be uniform in a modern farm house style with frosted glass garage doors and would include several varieties of lighting fixtures.  Christine Rappleyea asked if the apartments would be handicap accessible.  Sarah Kardos explained that they would be and that the stand alone building could be designed to be fully handicap accessible.  Laleh Khorramian asked about parking.  Sarah Kardos explained that the upper parking lot would be accessible from Broome Street and would be for residents only.  The parking lot would also be surrounded by shrubbery and censored low lighting.  Laleh Khorramian asked how many parking spots there would be.  Sarah Kardos stated that there would be 20 spots.  Laleh Khorramian asked about the shrubbery that would be included.  Sarah Kardos explained that there would be 10 feet of shrubbery on each side of the parking lot.  Hudson Talbott asked how much the apartments will go for.  Sarah Kardos explained that the apartments will be between $850 and $1000.  Ann Gibbons asked what would be included in the rents.  Sarah Kardos stated that the tenants would be responsible for their utilities and that garbage would be included.  Elton Vandermark Jr. stated that the project was located directly behind his property and expressed concerns about privacy and safety.  Sarah Kardos explained that she was planning to replace the existing fence, but was willing to discuss any ideas that he may have.  Sarah Kardos explained that her intentions was to make everyone comfortable and that she did not want to infringe on anyone’s privacy or comfort.  Elizabeth Wahl asked what kind of shrubbery would be present.  Sarah Kardos explained that she was working with her landscaping architect (The Chazen Company), but that it would be a mix of trees and shrubs.  Peter Markou asked if she was planning to apply for a PILOT.  Sarah Kardos stated that she would not be applying for a PILOT.  Michele Pulver questioned about the type of siding, if shutters could be added, as well as the addition of window boxes, rectangular spaced planter boxes out front, and benches.  Sarah Kardos stated that the siding would be the original clapboard, and that she would look into shutters, and was not opposed to the window boxes, rectangular spaced planter boxes, or benches.  Elton Vandermark Jr. asked if the parking lot for residents would be by permit.  Sarah Kardos stated that each apartment would receive 2 spaces and that it would be permitted.  Elizabeth Wahl asked if Broome Street could be made one way again.  Patrick McCulloch stated that she could bring that up at the next Village Board Meeting which was taking place this Wednesday.  Elton Vandermark Jr. and Laleh Khorramian asked when the work was scheduled to begin.  Sarah Kardos was hoping in September some time, but stated that the parking lot would be one of the last things to begin since there was a lot of clean up necessary to even begin the project.  Patrick McCulloch asked if there was any remaining comment from the public and requested a motion to close the public hearing.  Gilbert Bagnell motioned to close the public hearing.  Second by Tom Gibson.  Public hearing closed.  Michele Pulver asked that the landscaping portion of the project be very specific and include the maintenance of the landscaping.  The Board reviewed the SEQR that was submitted.  No concerns.  Gilbert Bagnell motioned to approve the SEQR as a negative declaration.  Second by Anthony Petrianni.  The SEQR was approved as a negative declaration.  Tom Gibson motioned to approve the site plan.  Second by Michele Pulver.  Site plan approved with the following stipulations:
-Uniformed siding.
-Possibility of shutters.
-Inclusion of window boxes, rectangular spaced planter boxes out front, and benches.  
-Landscaping to be maintained by property owner.

Building Permit (107 Spring Street, Loretta Scauzillo, Owner)

Loretta Scauzillo was present to apply for a building permit to replace the windows on the front of her property located at 107 Spring Street, as well as to replace the wood siding with new wood siding of a different color.  The Board reviewed the photos provided.  No concerns.  Anthony Petrianni motioned to approve the building permit.  Second by Mitchell Smith.  Building permit approved. 

Building Permit (36 Woodland Avenue, Paul Ambrose, Owner)

Paul Ambrose was present to apply for a building permit to get rid of the cap on his roof and restore it to the original flat roof with a rubberized surface and new shingles.  The Board reviewed the photos provided.  No concerns.  Gilbert Bagnell motioned to approve the building permit.  Second by Mitchell Smith.  Building permit approved.  

Public Comment

Chairman, Patrick McCulloch, opened the meeting up for public comment.  Jay Lesenger opened up the discussion explaining that a group of people have been in contact to form a Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB).  Jay Lesenger stated that the goal of this HPRB was to work on tandem with the Planning Board (PB) to become a Certified Local Government (CLG).  Jay Lesenger explained the benefits of becoming a CLG, both economically and esthetically.  Ann Gibbons asked what the HPRB would do.  Jay Lesenger explained that the HPRB would be made up of at least 5 members minimum with expertise in architecture and historical preservation.  Jay Lesenger explained that the HPRB would include professionals in this area and that those who were not professionals would be trained extensively.  Jay Lesenger explained that the HPRB would help advise the PB as things came up for historic review and was not to be seen as an enforcement group, but rather to educate and to help assist with raising property values in the historic district.  Peter Markou mentioned some cautionary tales and conflicts of interest that he has witnessed in other localities with a similar HPRB.  Jay Lesenger explained that with a CLG, owners would be eligible to apply for grants to help assist with renovations to their properties.  Ann Gibbons suggested that the proposed members of the HPRB write a piece for the local paper explaining what the benefits would be.  Rich Alberg stated that the HPRB would not be a negative thing, but that they would like to review the historic district and how they could maintain assets within the village instead of losing them and mentioned the Sheriff’s Office as an example.  Gilbert Bagnell reminded everyone that the Comp Plan has already been adopted and that there was already a historic preservation law section within the Comp Plan.  Village Attorney, Ted Hilscher, mentioned that if the HPRB was adopted that they would have to follow State Law and that would remove the decision on historic changes from the PB and place it solely on the HPRB.  Hudson Talbott stated that the HPRB did not wish to remove the final decision from the PB, but wished to support the PB with their decisions.  Rich Alberg stated that the HPRB wished to volunteer their time to do inventory of the current historic district and make suggestions.  Patrick McCulloch asked if the HPRB can be formed and not be given the final authority on decision and still have the CLG to allow for the grant proponent.  Ted Hilscher stated that that was up to the State.  Hudson Talbott suggested that the HPRB be formed to work in an advisory capacity with the possibility of eventually forming the CLG.  Discussion tabled for future discussion.  

Stuart Breslow questioned about the gates located on Woodland Avenue at the St. Patrick’s School location.  Ted Hilscher stated that there was a court date scheduled for September 10 with limited seating capacity.  Stuart Breslow asked for a copy of the complaint that was filed.  Ted Hilscher stated that Stuart Breslow could be given a copy via email.  Christine Rappleyea asked if the owner had been served.  Ted Hilscher explained that the owner has been served in several ways and that everyone would have to wait and see what the outcome would be from the scheduled court date.  

Rich Alberg mentioned the Stewart’s property and that he felt misled by the location of the foundation stating it appeared to be right on the neighboring property.  Patrick McCulloch stated that he and the lawyers for both properties met and discussed the stipulations and that it was now in the attorney’s hands.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mitchell Smith motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Tom Gibson.     

Meeting adjourned at 8:27PM.     

Next meeting scheduled for August 31, 2020 at 7:00PM. 

Tentative schedule for August 2020:
August 31-Work Session/Public Comment 


