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PLANNING BOARD							Patrick McCulloch, Chairman	
422 Main St.								Ann Gibbons, Gilbert Bagnell,
Catskill, NY 12414							Michele Pulver, Mitchell Smith,	
Tom Gibson, Anthony Petrianni  
Minutes: July 23, 2020 

Roll Call:  Patrick McCulloch (Chairman), Ann Gibbons, Mitchell Smith, Michele Pulver, Gilbert Bagnell, Tom Gibson, Sherri Law (Secretary), Anthony Petrianni, Mike Ragaini (CEO), Joseph Kozloski (Trustee), Ted Hilscher (Village Attorney), Vincent Seeley (Village President), Bob Cordell, Anthony Frascello, Marchella Frascello, Luciano Frascello, Paul Goldman, Nicholas March, David Usborne, Warner Shook, Neil Rocco, Kathy Keslick, Deb Gale, Sam Margolius, Peter Markou, Anne Miller, Ricky Lark, Lisa Fox-Martin, Patrick Milbourn, Alyson Milbourn, Chris Rappleyea, Hudson Talbott, and several Village residents via teleconference.    

Began Meeting at 7:00PM

Patrick McCulloch called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Patrick McCulloch reviewed the agenda for tonight’s meeting: Concept for St. Patrick’s and review of Zoning Rules and Regulations in relation to Comp Plan.   

Concept Discussion (St. Patrick’s Project, Woodland Avenue/Attorney Paul Goldman/ Owner’s children Anthony, Marchella, and Luciano Frascello/Bob Cordell )

Attorney Paul Goldman was present to discuss the proposed St. Patrick’s Project located on Woodland Avenue.  Paul Goldman described the location as an approximately 10 acre property with waterfront views that is zoned in the R1 Zone.  Paul Goldman explained that he would like to discuss the proposed plans with the neighbors and would like to focus on what the neighbors would like to see done with the property, rather than to let it deteriorate.  Paul Goldman proposed:

Classroom Building-Would like to create apartments with a limestone facade.  Currently the building is 3 stories with approximately 7500 square feet per floor.  Due to the current Zoning Laws, it is not eligible for apartments, but is zoned for single family homes.  

Gymnasium Building-Would like to create a lease with the County to store their records at this location.  2-3 employees per day with limited traffic.  

Convent House-Private residence.  

Outside-Would like to create a walking trail with access for the public to view the Hudson River.  

After a lengthy discussion between the Planning Board, Attorney Paul Goldman, Village President Vincent Seeley, CEO Mike Ragaini, and Village Attorney Ted Hilscher, it was mentioned that a lot of work was being done to the property without an approved site plan or proper permits.  For example, fences/gates were placed near the Woodland Avenue, alleged removal of asbestos, and many trees have been planted.  Paul Goldman stated that he would inform his client that no further improvements shall be made.  Paul Goldman explained again that he would like to hear input from the Board and neighbors on what they would like to see done with the property.  Paul Goldman suggested that the zoning of that particular property as well as the use of old schools and churches be dealt with in the Comp Plan.  Patrick McCulloch informed Paul Goldman that the Comp Plan had already been completed, but would make note to review the Comp Plan in regards to the use of old schools and churches.  Mitchell Smith stated that he would like to see a proposal for the zoning that is currently there.  Several Board members agreed.  Patrick McCulloch reminded Paul Goldman that the owners purchased the property knowing what the existing zoning was.  Gilbert Bagnell stated that it is the goal of the Planning Board to see people succeed, as well as to represent the public, the same as the Village Trustees who are elected officials.        

Outcome: 

Fences/gates that were built on property must come down.  Village Attorney, Ted Hilscher, informed Paul Goldman that his client had been served a notice stating that the fence/gates must be removed because the original permit had been revoked.  The owner’s children stated that their father, the owner, had not received the notice.  Paul Goldman stated that he would make sure that his client received the notice and that he would talk to him about compliance.  

Convent House-can be used as a private residence in line with the current zoning law.  

Gymnasium Building-Ted Hilscher informed Paul Goldman that his client must apply for a site plan review with CEO, Mike Ragaini.  Mike Ragaini will inform the client that he must apply for a use variance.  If that use variance is approved then the client must apply to the Planning Board for a site plan review and if that is approved a building permit will be issued.  

Classroom Building-Must apply for a use variance to build apartments instead of the currently zoned single family homes.  

Patrick McCulloch reminded everyone that there would be no public comment this evening, as this was not a regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting.  Any public comment regarding this project could be brought up at the next regularly schedule Planning Board meeting (July 27).                        

   
Board Discussion

Patrick McCulloch turned the meeting over to Village Attorney, Ted Hilscher, who explained that the Village Board has a Moratorium and Comp Plan that has been adopted.  The Moratorium expires in November.  The plan is for the Planning Board to make recommendations to the Village Board by September and then the Village Board can review these recommendations and hold a public hearing.  After review of the Comp Plan, Ted Hilscher identified about 42 recommendations for review.  Ted Hilscher suggested that the Planning Board choose about 10-15 that are the most important and review them.  Ted Hilscher suggested that the Planning Board hold an extra 3-4 meeting per month which will be working sessions with 1 meeting scheduled for public comment.  Any additional public comment can be submitted via email to villageplanning@villageofcatskill.net.  Patrick McCulloch stated that he would grant access to this email account to the other members of the Planning Board, as well as Ted Hilscher and Mike Ragaini.  Ted Hilscher hopes to have the finalized Comp Plan review ready to turn over to the Village Board by September.  

Ted Hilscher suggested beginning this project with the signage portion.  Ted Hilscher stated that the current signage language in unworkable and is 22 pages long.  Ted Hilscher suggested using the Saratoga County signage law, which is 6 pages long, and making the necessary adjustments to fit our village needs.  Ted Hilscher shared Saratoga County’s signage law with members of the Board prior to this evening’s meeting.  Gilbert Bagnell made a few suggestions: signs in the C1 district should be given more latitude than the rest of the districts, Planning Board should decide on which districts would require Planning Board review for approval, law should maintain 1 square foot per linear square foot, and define what a sign is as well as the things that could be considered a sign.  Planning Board members should review the Saratoga County signage laws and submit their input to Ted Hilscher prior to the next Planning Board meeting.  

Proposal made that Secretary, Sherri Law, take on role as Project Manager for the upcoming Moratorium/Comp Plan Review.  Duties will include assisting Ted Hilscher with making copies of the necessary documents needed for the project, reminder emails to Board members regarding assigned tasks, and any other required duties that may come up.  Village President, Vincent Seeley, suggested that this position be 4 hours a week and will last until the project is complete.  Sherri Law accepted the position and will discuss further with Vincent Seeley, Mike Ragaini, and Ted Hilscher.                  

Ann Gibbons motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Tom Gibson.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:48PM.     

Next meeting scheduled for July 27, 2020 at 7:00PM. 

*Planning Board will schedule work session dates for the month of August.
*Work session scheduled regarding signage laws to take place after the scheduled agenda.


TO DO’s:
1. Patrick McCulloch to grant access to Planning Board email address to Planning Board members, Mike Ragaini, and Ted Hilscher. 
2. Mike Ragaini to submit the flier that had been created to go out with all of the water bills that discusses exactly what homeowner’s should apply for permits for to Ted Hilscher for review.  After approved by Ted Hilscher, this flier will be distributed to homeowners, real estate agents, etc.    
        





