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PLANNING BOARD							Patrick McCulloch, Chairman	
422 Main St.								Ann Gibbons, Gilbert Bagnell,
Catskill, NY 12414							Michele Pulver, Mitchell Smith,	
Tom Gibson, Anthony Petrianni  
Minutes: July 13, 2020 

Roll Call:  Patrick McCulloch (Chairman), Ann Gibbons, Mitchell Smith, Michele Pulver, Gilbert Bagnell, Tom Gibson, Sherri Law (Secretary), Anthony Petrianni, Mike Ragaini (CEO), Joseph Kozloski (Trustee), Andy Howard, Chris Lapine, Ted Hilscher (Village Attorney), Matt Hill, Mabel Bermejo, William Fitzmaurice, Sarah Kardos, and Vincent Seeley (Village President).  

Began Meeting at 7:00PM

Patrick McCulloch called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance, took roll call, and requested a motion to approve the minutes from June 22.  Anthony Petrianni moved to approve the minutes, second by Tom Gibson.  All in favor of approving the minutes.  Minutes approved.    

Building Permit (215 Main Street, Matt Hill & Mabel Bermejo, Owners)

Matt Hill and Mabel Bermejo were present to discuss their previously submitted building permit for 215 Main Street.  Chairman, Patrick McCulloch, asked them to refresh the Board’s memory about their previously submitted permit.  Matt Hill reviewed the previously submitted permit stating that he was under the impression that both the proposed fence and shed had previously been approved, stating that the shed was only 120 square feet which was smaller than the square footage that required a building permit.  A review of previous Planning Board minutes showed that on December 9, 2019, the Planning Board approved the fence permit with revisions, but requested a new site plan for the shed that should be reviewed at a later date.  On January 13, 2020, Matt Hill returned with new photos of the proposed fence and was approved.  Matt Hill explained that he believed that he was also approved for the shed which was included in the original and updated site plans.  The Board was unsure of whether the shed had been approved and Gilbert Bagnell mentioned that their location was within the historic district and that the shed design would have to adhere to the historic location guidelines.  Ann Gibbons made mention that the sidewalk in front of the fence was dangerous and Matt Hill stated that they were planning to redo the sidewalk over.  Ann Gibbons also mentioned that the fence was located right on the sidewalk line and was not set 6 feet back as required and that the proposed planter would actually be located on the sidewalk.  Matt Hill Stated that he believed the planter was previously approved as well and asked how he could move forward with the project.  Mabel Bermejo stated that there is a 15 foot drop which is dangerous to pedestrians so that is why the fence was closer to the sidewalk.  The Board had more discussion about whether the shed was previously approved with the fence.  Gilbert Bagnell stated that is was not unreasonable for Matt Hill to assume that the Board may have approved the shed with the fence.  Patrick McCulloch to review the signed permit to ascertain whether the shed was included with the fence or not.  Patrick McCulloch to reach out to Mike Ragaini (CEO) to check the permit.  The Board will proceed from there.  

Building Permit (35 Broad Street, William Fitzmaurice, Owner)  

William Fitzmaurice was present to apply for a building permit at 35 Broad Street to include a fence for a semi-in ground pool.  The Board reviewed the photos and documents that were submitted.  Ann Gibbons asked if the pool would be visible from the street.  William Fitzmaurice stated that he would be adding privacy hedges and that the pool could only be seen from his driveway and the neighboring property, which he also owns.  Gilbert Bagnell motioned to approve the permit.  Second by Tom Gibson.  Motion carried.  Permit approved.  

Site Plan Review (Gas Land Petroleum, 66-72 Maple Avenue, Chris Lapine of The Chazen Company, Attorney Andy Howard, and Gas Land Petroleum representative)

Chris Lapine was present to discuss the proposed site plan for Gas Land Petroleum located at 66-72 Maple Avenue.  Chris Lapine discussed the background of Gas Land Petroleum stating that is was a family owned manufacturing company that owned over 100 locations and was looking to expand in Catskill.  The proposed site plan includes 2 parcels (.42 acres) and is the Residential/Commercial Zone.  Chris Lapine stated that he was aware that they would have to apply to the Zoning Board for a use variance, but that he wanted to share their site plan with the Planning Board prior to that meeting to get any feedback or suggestions.  Chris Lapine will be submitted the application to the Zoning Board and hopes to get on the agenda for the next scheduled meeting on July 29.  The site plan included plans for a 2175 square foot convenience store on the northern section of the site that would be aligned with the Pizza Hut/McDonalds entrance/exit.  Chris Lapine stated that the site plan included 4 pumps with 8 filling stations with room for the overflow of any waiting vehicles.  Chris Lapine stated the need for a retaining wall near the rear of the property, with landscaping on the southern side.  Chris Lapine informed the Board that the building materials would be field stone, hardie board siding, and metal covered canopies.  Chris Lapine also expressed that Gas Land Petroleum would work to try and create a building design that would match the context of the area in which it was located.  Patrick McCulloch expressed his concerns with the number of pumps that were being requested.  Gilbert Bagnell noted that there were mature trees located within the drop area for the retaining wall and asked that those trees not be cut down and left.  Gilbert Bagnell also asked about any noise from speakers at the gas pumps.  Chris Lapine stated that they have to have a speaker system to assist pumpers at the stations and the Board asked that no music/ads be played over the speakers.  Mitchell Smith asked how high the retaining wall would be above grade.  Chris Lapine stated that they will be 2 feet above the grade and will need a fence with some plans for shrubbery.  Mitchell Smith also asked about the lighting and if it would spill out to the residential neighbors.  Chris Lapine stated that there would be recessed lights and they would limit the number of foot candles, stating that they would be considerate of their residential neighbors.  Ann Gibbons asked what size the gas tanks would be.  Chris Lapine stated that there would be two 12,000 gallon tanks.  Village President, Vincent Seeley, was present and expressed that after personally speaking with several of the neighbors, that their only concern was the traffic pattern.  Vincent Seeley suggested that a conversation needed to be had with the State to figure out the traffic pattern and that maybe with review, there would be a possibility to install a traffic light.  Ann Gibbons asked about the endangered species, Indiana long-eared bats that would possibly live in the mature trees located near the rear of the property line/retaining wall location.  Chris Lapine was aware of the endangered species and would not want to harm their habitat, but rather preserve it. Ann Gibbons asked if they would be seeking a PILOT for tax exemptions.  Gas land representatives stated that they would not and would be paying their taxes.  Ann Gibbons asked where the trash would be located.  Chris Lapine stated that it would be located near the back end of the property and not near the street.  Patrick McCulloch asked if they could be added to the agenda for the next Zoning Board meeting.  CEO, Mike Ragaini, stated that they were just waiting on the paperwork and Chris Lapine said that it would be submitted soon.  Waiting on use variance from the Zoning Board to move further with site plan review.  

Concept Discussion (Agway Project, 95 Bridge Street, Sarah Kardos, Owner)   

Sarah Kardos, owner of 95 Bridge Street, was present to discuss her proposed concept for the Agway Project and get feedback before she submitted her site plan to the Planning Board.  Sarah Kardos explained that she would like the ground floor to be commercial with store fronts to include a proposed art supply store, small provisions store, and possibly an eat in restaurant.  Sarah Kardos would like to include high quality affordable housing on the second and third floors (about 10 units) as well as in the two story stone building that was located on the property.  Gilbert Bagnell asked if Sarah Kardos would be renovating the existing structure.  Sarah Kardos explained that she would be renovating the existing structures with no added square footage, including a parking lot to the left, and would like to make an even roofline and create synergy with the other buildings.  Sarah Kardos thanked the Board for their input and stated she would be back with an official proposed site plan.     

   
Board Discussion

Patrick McCulloch requested that the Board set up a special meeting to discuss the proposed St. Patrick’s Project as well as the new zoning rules and regulations.  This meeting was scheduled for Thursday, July 23 at 7:00pm.  Attorney, Ted Hilscher, suggested that the initial additional meeting be a work plan meeting for the Board and that the public could provide their input at a later date.  The Board agreed.  In regards to the proposed St. Patrick’s project, Vincent Seeley stated that he spoke with the property owner and was unsure of what was actually being done at that location.  Gilbert Bagnell suggested that the property owner hire an attorney and engineer to help with the process.  Ted Hilscher stated that he would attend that meeting and provide the property owner with specific directions from the Planning Board.  

Michele Pulver made a suggestion that a flier/pamphlet go out with all of the water bills that discusses exactly what homeowner’s should apply for permits for.  Mike Ragaini stated that there had already been one created.  Ted Hilscher will proof read before it is sent out to members of the Village.

Gilbert Bagnell inquired about the building permit for 109 High Street.  Mike Ragaini assured the Board that there was a building permit for the roof and siding that was being worked on.        


Tom Gibson motioned to adjourn the meeting and move into executive session with Vincent Seeley and Ted Hilscher, second by Michele Pulver.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:21PM.     

Next meeting scheduled for July 23, 2020 at 7:00PM.     





