MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	October 10, 2018

PRESENT:    President Vincent Seeley
                       Vice President Pete Grasse           
                       Trustee Stanley Dushane  
                       Trustee Joseph Kozloski
                       Trustee Greg Smith
                       
                
AGENDA:

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Smith, to approve payment of audited bills.    AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Kozloski, seconded by Dushane, to approve submitted department reports.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Donna Verna of Crawford & Associates, planner for Comprehensive Plan, spoke with regard to the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) and the opportunities and challenges with  the planning process.  The Comprehensive Plan is a broader plan than the LWRP, and will include the entire Village.  With regard to the 2007 Joint Comprehensive Plan with the Town of Catskill, the applicable parts of this plan will be used for the new.  Need to identify the future vision for areas in the Village, i.e.; green space, parks, etc.  Will be looking for public input and will be having 2 to 3 meetings with the public.  The Comprehensive Plan will update the land use plan, as well as designating same on a map.  Seeley said that he is excited for the update and wondered how often towns and villages combine the comprehensive plan, Verna said that rarely the plans can be combined.  Can use parts of the 2007 Comp Plan, but there are other studies that the Village has done so this project can move forward, i.e.; BOA project and the downtown revitalization project are studies that can be used today.  Verna further stated that she is looking to keep projects linked together, but the State may make it harder to do so. Richards said that at this time we cannot incur costs, but may do selected work.  Committees will be developed with a cross-section of people to help with the current and future needs for the Comprehensive Plan. Hudson Talbot asked why the 2007 plan did not work and Seeley stated that the difference between and town and village is the reason why.  We wanted to do a plan just for the Village.  Dana Hanusik asked if this plan would affect the project by the thruway, and he was told no.  The Board thanked Donna Verna and David Crawford for their work in regard to this project.       

President Seeley was approached by the Greene County Sheriff’s department asking if there was any possible way to put a parking spot in front of the Greene County Courthouse to load and unload inmates that are attending court there.  After some discussion, it was decided to try and put a parking space on Clarke Street next to the Courthouse.  

Seeley was also approached by Arthur Seeley of Jefferson Heights who asked for his sewer charge to be removed, as the contractor who did his new sewer line failed to hook said line to the main.  Credit will be given.
Merchants of Main Street wanted all to know of the new local website   www.cometocatskill.com  this website is specific to the Village of Catskill and will focus on the merchants and Main Street and events being held there.  Dave Darling asked if this takes the place of HOCA?  Christy of Magpie replied that this is mostly merchants’ info and events; such as the Trick or Treat for Main Street & West Bridge Street (orange flags will be out for treats).  There are currently 27 merchants on Main and West Bridge Streets.

Patrick McCulloch of the Catskill Fire Department asked the Board to be able to move forward with Laberge Group and the 2018 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application (AFG).  Laberge will perform said application for $3,000 for $190,000 in Grant funding.    Seeley signed the contract.  Funding is already in the Fire Department budget.

Nancy Richards reiterated with the Board that we are moving forward with Crawford and Associates as the planner for the LWRP.  Board all agreed.

Carol Miller thanked whomever was responsible for the beautiful flowers in the Village this summer.  She was told that it was Cultivate Catskill and the DPW did the watering.

Bruce Rappleyea asked if we are having a public hearing on vacant buildings.  He was informed that possibly one of these days we would once we adopt a ‘zombie’ law for the Village.  

Zane Cheek of Dubois Road spoke to the Board regarding the timing of the lights at the West Bridge and 9W interesections.  He asked if there is any way the State could adjust the time-out for the Grandview Avenue onto West Bridge/9W could be lengthened.  There just is not enough time to get through the traffic light from the Grandview direction.  Chief Dave Darling said that he has a contact at the State and will talk to him to see if he could get the lights timed better.  Mr. Cheek also asked if the one-sided parking on lower Main Street could be extended further towards the river.  Seeley agreed that it should be done and will see about doing so.

John DelVecchio said that there really needs to be building permits for farm animals in the Village; and that the parking at The Point needs to be addressed.  During the last event there, the County let cars park right at the top of the docks (boat ramps) and the docks were completely blocked by cars.  Trustee Grasse said that he has already spoken with Heather Bagshaw of the Greene County Promotion Department about this parking incident.  Hope to not have this issue in the future.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Kozloski, to adjourn the meeting.


								Respectfully submitted,


								BETSY COTHREN
