MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	October 23, 2013

PRESENT:    President Vincent Seeley 
                       Vice-President Patrick McCulloch
                       Trustee Joseph Kozloski
                       Trustee James Chewens
                       Trustee Stan Dushane
         
AGENDA:

Motion made by Trustee Kozloski, seconded by Dushane, to approve payment of audited bills and department reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Hudson Talbot made a presentation regarding the new trees in the Village.  There are 25 new trees in the ground and 3 presently on hold for next year.  Each tree has been privately paid for, with the installation being done by the DPW.  HOCA sponsored the fencing around each tree to keep dogs away.  Hudson said that his has asked the Bank of Greene County to sponsor more trees and is looking into funding from grants.  Hudson asked if the Village had a grant writer and was informed that, no, we do not have one at the present time.  President Seeley asked how many more trees are still needed for Main Street.  Hudson said that we could definitely use more as we keep getting requests for sponsoring of trees.  Hudson asked if the Village would sponsor more fencing for around the trees, and that $400 is needed to finish the fencing.  Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Dushane, to sponsor $400.00 for fencing.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.
  
Hudson Talbot went onto ask the Board about the tree commission or tree law for the Village.  President Seeley asked if this could be re-addressed in January and/or after the planting in the Spring because maintenance for the trees will be needed more once all the trees have been planted.  Also, President Seeley asked if there could be more research done regarding a tree commission and possibly asking the Village of Saugerties how they went about this matter.  Nancy Richards stated that the Village Attorney, Alex Betke, had given information to her regarding a tree commission and that he also is the Village Attorney for Saugerties and he would have the information needed on this regard.  Hudson said that he would look into this and that the planting has ended for this year due to the weather.  President Seeley thanked Hudson Talbot for the great work done so far.

Lt. Frascello was present at the meeting to ask the Board about a Halloween curfew.  Trustee Chewens asked Lt. Frascello what has been done in the past, and was told that if Halloween is on a weekday, the curfew is 8:00 PM, after that time, children 16 years or younger must be accompanied by an adult.  The Board agreed to the 8:00 PM curfew.

Pam Wright of the Catskill Fire Department was present to ask the Board permission to host the Parade of Lights on Friday, November 29th, with 6:00 PM line-up and will follow the same parade route as last year, line up on Water Street to Main Street to Bridge Street to Cone-E-Island.  Asked what was needed, and Pam asked for barricades to block off streets.  Trustees agreed to the Parade of Lights on November 29, 2013.

Nancy Richards addressed the Board regarding the matter of Verizon wanting to lease land from the Village in order for Verizon to place a building and cell tower on said land.  Verizon would like the Village to commit to a land lease PRIOR to their submitting detailed plans for the tower and building.  The Board, unanimously, informed Nancy Richards that Verizon would have to appear before the Planning Board on this matter.  Nancy said that she would inform Verizon of their decision.

Nancy went onto inform the Board that the work on the ‘slides’ is slowing down for the year.  Has received a lot of compliments on the work being done on the slides.  Nancy also went onto update the Board with events:   

Saturday, October 26th - A Haunting in Catskill
Saturday, November 2nd – Catskill Weed Out
Friday, November 1 – Gaming Informational Meeting at Anthony’s Banquet Hall
Saturday/Sunday November 9 & 10 – Fortnightly Festival of Trees
Friday, November 29 – Parade of Lights
Saturday, December 7 – A Day in December, and Catskill High School is hosting a 5K run with                   the proceeds going to Matthew 25 – details to come later.

Letter read from Margaret Gardiner regarding her water bill which was excessively high.  The Board was informed by Colleen Mosley of the Water Department that Ms. Gardiner had received a ‘leak’ letter from the Village in June of 2013 letting her know that there was an issue going on with her water somewhere in her house.  On Ms. Gardiner’s September billing, the amount billed was for 107 units of water, and her usual use is between 3 to 9 units.  Colleen then had the water department data log her meter which indicates that on June 9th her daily use increases and that by July 10th her usage is over 1 unit per day (each unit is 750 gal).  Ms. Gardiner informed Colleen that she was having trouble with her toilet.  The water department returned to her location on October 22 to inspect the water meter and found no problem with said meter.  Ms. Gardiner was asked to contact the Village Clerk’s Office to schedule a time/date for the water department to double check the water line going to her residence.  Ms. Gardiner informed the Board that she is on a very fixed income and cannot afford to pay the water bill and have a plumber fix the issue at the same time.  The Board informed her that this issue will keep adding cost to her bill and that she really should have someone look at her toilet.

Trustee Dushane stated that Code Enforcement Officer Mike Ragaini was currently dealing with the fence issue on W. Main Street and the cats being housed there.  Dushane went onto say that the sidewalk in front of the old Agway needs to be addressed.  The sidewalk needs to be re-established so that the students going to and from school can use the sidewalk.  The bus stops right there and the sidewalk has debris from Agway on it.  Mike Ragaini said he would contact the owners of Agway in this regard.  President Seeley also asked about the residence on York Street which is in dire need of attention.  Again, informed by Mike Ragaini that his is working on contacting the owner there.

Mike Ragaini also asked the Board what kind of information did the Board want regarding the Catskill Mills project; the Board would like a monthly report on said project.  

Trustee McCulloch stated that the Town of Catskill Fire Contract had been fully executed by both parties and that the increase is 1.66% per year for the next three years.  Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Chewens to accept the Town of Catskill Fire Contract, as written.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Person from 53 W. Bridge Street complained to the Board about the conditions in her neighbor’s apartment at 55A W. Bridge Street.  There is a problem with bug infestation and the matter needs to be addressed.  The Board said that the landlord needs to be involved in this and that it is up to him to get into the apartment and exterminate.  President Seeley said that he would give the landlord a call and tell him that it is his issue to deal with and to do so.  Mike Ragaini said that he has been to adult services through the County on this matter and is told by them that the apartment is livable but the many cats there are an issue.  President Seeley when the last phone call on this matter was and Ragaini said that he had spoken to Kira Pospesell of Greene County DSS in this regard.  Again, the landlord needs to get into the apartment and exterminate.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Dushane, to adjourn the meeting and go into executive session on labor relations issue.  

								Respectfully submitted,

								BETSY COTHREN
