[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	March 13, 2013

PRESENT:    President Vincent Seeley 
                      Vice President Patrick McCulloch
                       Trustee Joseph Kozloski
                       Trustee James Chewens
                       Trustee Brian Kehoe

AGENDA:

After the Pledge of Allegiance the meeting was called to order.

Motion made by Trustee McCulloch, seconded by Chewens, to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Kozloski, seconded by McCulloch, to approve Department reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Shelley Pulver and Robin Smith came to present the ‘America in Bloom’ program.  This is a national awards program which provides coaching and mentoring with presentation before judges, for improving your Village or Town.  A group of citizens makes up the Board:  Shelley Pulver, Robin Smith, Robert Hoven, Nancy Richards, Camille Yannone, Lisa VanDyke, Hudson Talbot, and Ronnie Marquot.    

America in Bloom Committee will be concentrating on cleaning up the ‘slides’ and make same into pocket parks, part of the Historical section of the Village.  Said committee has started fundraising for this project, and may possibly need some help from the DPW.  The Mott Street slide is where the concentration will be placed.  Awaiting the completion of the concrete work, the committee will begin work there.  Nancy Richards mentioned that they have been looking for ‘easy to maintain’ flora for these projects.

The kick-off for America in Bloom will coincide with Clean Sweep Day which is scheduled for May 4, 2013.  The America in Bloom Committee will be holding “Trunk Sales” each Saturday to raise funds for their project.  Said Trunk Sale will take place at the old Candyman parking lot.  This is all for the betterment and overall improvement to the Village of Catskill.

Questions were asked from the Trustees:  Can private residences be involved?  Yes, as well as businesses can get involved.  Nancy Richards further mentioned that these programs are geared to getting the whole Village involved.

Lillian Johnson mentioned that the area near the train trestle is in need of cleaning up.  Ms. Johnson was told to take that area on during Clean Sweep Day.

Dana Hanusik mentioned that A-Plus Landscaping located off Mt. Merino Road is having a big balled tree sale.  May be worth a look-see.
Motion made by Chewens, seconded by McCulloch to approve Catskill American Legion
 Honeyford Memorial Post 110 “Poppies” Days on Saturday, May 11th at 8:00 AM (5/12 rain 
 date) and Saturday, September 7th at the intersection of Central Avenue and Catskill Commons.  
AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Trustee Chewens addressed the meeting regarding the graffiti hits that have been happening
around the Village.  There have been approximately 12 -15 different hits.  Two arrests have been made and more investigation is pending.  The graffiti needs to be cleaned up.  Trustee Chewens has received prices for clean-up.  Some of the hits are on wood and some are on brick/stone walls.  Either way, it will take some work to get said graffiti cleaned.  Unfortunately, it is hard to collect money from the culprits due to the fact that same is kids.  The cost of said cleanup will fall onto the taxpayers and could cost anywhere between $10,000 to $20,000.  Some of the businesses tagged cleaned their own buildings.  Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Kehoe, to move forward with spending money to clean up said graffiti throughout the Village.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.  Trustee Chewens also mentioned that we need permission from the property owners to go onto their property in order to clean up some of the graffiti.

OPEN:

Trustee McCulloch mentioned that the Fire Department has a 1989 box van (Fire Police van) that needs to be taken off the road or sold as surplus supplies.  Motion made by Trustee McCulloch, seconded by Kozloski, to either sell or scrap said van.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards also mentioned that she received a letter from the Ecumenical Society asking permission to host their Walk of the Cross on March 29, 2013 from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM and also permission to gather on the sidewalk in front of the Greene County Courthouse.  Motion made by Kozloski, seconded by McCulloch to allow said Walk of the Cross.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards received another request for use of Dutchman’s Landing on Thursday, April 11th for a protest/rally for New York Revolution in Opposition to New York SAFE Act.  Motion made by Chewens, seconded by McCulloch to allow said gathering.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards also stated that the Park is very busy this year and there is a lot going on.  There is the Cancer Walk and the Fortnightly Wine and Cheese coming in May.

President Seeley was contacted by the new President of the University of Albany who would like to take a tour of the Village of Catskill.  Will announce when this will be.

President Seeley will be meeting with the Riverfront Task Force through Scenic Hudson regarding a DEC Grant with the City of Kingston to propose a Riverfront Flooding Mitigation Plan which will look at our coastal water status.  This meeting is to take place on Friday, March 15, 2013.

Trustee Chewens mentioned that the Catskill Little League would like to put batting cages in where the old skateboard park used to be.  The whole Board was okay with the Little League doing this as long as this is temporary and not permanent batting cages due to the vandalism that could happen with the equipment.

Chief Darling spoke up saying that the Board is painting a picture that the kids in Catskill are running rampant.  The Chief does not believe that the youth in the Village is that bad.  He does not see all the vandalism that the Board is talking about.  Yes, the graffiti is an issue, but the Village is not as bad as you say.

President Seeley mentioned that he is meeting with Planning and Zoning Boards on April 4th regarding various matters.

Nancy Richards mentioned that the property at 380 Main Street has garbage piled up very high.  Something needs to be done there.  

Lew O’Connor also mentioned that the Bank of Greene County will be hanging banners on poles for their 100 years of service.  Thomas Cole is also hanging banners.  Maybe do every other pole with each banner. 

Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Kozloski, to adjourn the meeting.


								Respectfully submitted,


								BETSY COTHREN











