VILLAGE OF CATSKILL							Board Members
PLANNING BOARD							Patrick McCulloch, Chairman	
422 Main St.								Ann Gibbons, Gilbert Bagnell,
Catskill, NY 12414							Michele Pulver, Mitchell Smith,	
Tom Gibson 
Minutes:  January 13, 2020 

Roll Call:  Patrick McCulloch (Chairman), Ann Gibbons, Mitchell Smith, Tom Gibson, Gilbert Bagnell, Michele Pulver, Mike Ragaini (Code Enforcement Officer), Sherri Law (Note taker), Joseph Kozloski (Trustee), Charles Marshall (Stewart’s), Andrew Howard (Stewart’s), Michelle Wait (Condos), Vincent Seally (Village President), Ted Hilsher (Village Attorney), and several community members.     



Began Meeting at 7:00PM

Patrick McCulloch called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance, took roll call, and requested a motion to approve the minutes from the December 19 meeting.    Mitchell Smith moved to approve the minutes, second by Ann Gibbons.  All in favor of approving prior minutes.  Minutes approved.  

Site Plan Review (Stewart’s Shops, Charles Marshall/Real Estate Rep)   

Charles Marshall, real estate rep for the proposed project was present.  Chairman, Patrick McCulloch, opened the discussion with a review of the proposed location.  Charles began to discuss the proposed project stating that the project was to be a Stewart’s Shop which would be 3996 square feet and have 3 dual capacity gas pumps.  Charles stated that the issue of the neighboring property (Berzells) was discussed with the property owner and the owner was assured that access would be restricted and of no concern to the owner.  Charles went on to discuss the signs at the location stating that signs for the property would be on the building itself and there would be no free standing signs.  Charles acknowledged that he was aware that LED flush mount lights were allowed and that scrolling signs were not.  Charles showed plans for the delivery of gas and services and was informed that DOT has to approve the actual driveways and routes.  Charles discussed the underground gasoline storage tanks and their safety components and locations.  Patrick informed Charles that Stewart’s Shops will have to apply to the Zoning Board for a use variance and there was some discussion with Village Attorney, Ted Hilsher about the gasoline permits and location in proximity to the Catskill School District.  Discussion opened to the board for questions.  Mitchell Smith brought up the natural landscaping and that he would love to see landscaping at the location on the East side.  Charles informed the board that there would be landscaping in the proposed project.  Mitchell also brought up the gas tanks and whether they would be anchored.  Charles confirmed that the gas tanks would be underground, and would be strapped and anchored to a concrete slab.  Ann Gibbons was concerned that not that much discussion was had about the location of the gas tanks and that they would be so close to the creek and was concerned with protecting the gas storage.  Charles stated that because the tanks would be underground that they would not be as regulated as above ground storage.  He stated that if there were ever an issue that there wouldn’t be any leaks into the elements and that the underground location would be safer so that people couldn’t potentially hit them.  Michele Pulver questioned the purchase of an adjacent property (brick building).  Charles stated that the purchase of that property was not in the original purchase plan, but that he would inquire about a few feet to add the requested brush and shrubbery (landscaping).  Tom Gibson asked if there would be provisions for electric car charging stations.  Charles said that that was something that Stewart’s Shops did not do due to power restrictions and regulations.  Gilbert Bagnell asked if Stewart’s had met with DPW yet and Charles said no.  Gilbert suggested that they plan to do so soon so that they could discuss issues concerning sewage and water.  Gilbert also asked for statistics on possible spillage amounts.  Charles discussed that if there were ever a spill that there were snouts in the catch basin to help clear things out.  Gilbert brought up the issue of the vapors and the proximity to the school.  Charles assured the board that the vapors are pulled back in to the trucks and taken back to the plant in Saratoga and burned off there.  Patrick McCulloch asked about the sidewalks and if they would be put back since there was a lot of foot traffic in that area.  Charles stated that the sidewalks, entrance, and exits would be ADA compliant and include rumble strips and identifiers.  Ann Gibbons asked about the lighting and whether the property would be lit up 24 hours a day.  Charles stated that the exterior lights are set on timers and during closed hours that the only lights that would be on would be the emergency lighting inside of the Stewart’s Shop.  Mitchell Smith asked about the color and building materials and expressed his concern with the canopy portion not being aesthetically pleasing to residents and property owners on the East side.  Charles stated that the canopy would be white and the top would be black.  Charles acknowledged the concerns with the canopy’s proposed aluminum surface and stated that they could possibly build the canopy with a peak and a shingled look so that it would be more aesthetically pleasing.  Patrick McCulloch ended the discussion with reminding Charles to meet with CEO, Mike Ragaini, to schedule a Zoning Board meeting to go over some of the issues with location and other things that were discussed.  Charles acknowledged and a Zoning Board meeting will be scheduled.  

Site Plan Review (Water’s Edge Condominiums, Michelle Wait/Attorney)  

There was discussion between the board, Michelle Wait, and Village Attorney, Ted Hilsher, regarding the moratorium which expires in March.  A few concerns were brought up for Michelle to review with her team.  One being that the plans need to be adjusted to make the entrance fire truck accessible due to the recent fire at the current condo location.  This concern was raised by Patrick McCulloch.  Second, Gilbert Bagnell questioned the lighting at the proposed project location.  Michelle stated that lighting could be added to the parking lot that would allow for extra light, but be sure not to affect other residents in the area.  Michelle will bring these concerns back to her team and they will attend a future meeting to review them as well as discuss a moratorium extension, if necessary.   

Site Plan Review (215 Main Street, Fence, Property Owner Matt Hill)

Matt Hill was present to show the board updated photos of the proposed fence at 215 Main Street.  As discussed in the December 9 meeting, the fence will be 4 foot in the front and placed on top of the retaining wall.  The board still approves this.  Site Plan Review approved with new photos.  

Public Discussion

Christine R. from 77 Woodland Avenue was present and asked about the proposed Taco Bell project.  She was informed by CEO, Mike Ragaini, that they were asked to make their sign smaller and they never came back to discuss.  The request has since expired.  Christine also asked about the proposed Walmart drive thru canopy.  Patrick McCulloch informed her that that project was still in the works and was being worked on. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Village President, Vincent Seally, was present to discuss a few issues/concerns:  1. Vincent stated that the Planning Board and village need to start looking at what can be done to develop the waterfront property along West Main Street.  Vincent proposed that we set up a workshop to discuss and invite Cornell kids for ideas.  Patrick McCulloch stated that he would see if he could get a copy of the town plan which includes that specific area.  2.  Vincent would like to pull together local realtors, developers, and the planning board to discuss concerns with abandoned buildings and what we can do to get them sold and turn them into successful businesses.  3.  Vincent would like a portion of commercial building permit fees to go towards an LDC and would like to discuss at some point in the future.  4.  Vincent brought up public transportation and the need to make the village more walkable and the need for bike paths and bike racks.  He stated that they are also in the works to put 2 electric car charging stations in the Municipal Parking Lot.  Board member Ann Gibbons and Michele Pulver brought up concerns with the current bus lines and that there wasn’t any advertisement of pick up/drop off locations and schedules.  

Michele Pulver moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Tom Gibson.    

Meeting adjourned 8:06 PM  

Next meeting scheduled for January 27, 2020 at 7:00PM   


****Tentative workshop on waterfront properties and brainstorming to be held at February 10 meeting.   




