MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	January 13, 2016

PRESENT:     President Vincent Seeley
                       Vice-President Jim Chewens
                       Trustee Stanley Dushane
                       Trustee Rick Paolino
                       Trustee Heather Bagshaw      

AGENDA:

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Paolino, to approve payment of audited bills.    AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Bagshaw, seconded by Chewens, to approve submitted department reports.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Paolino, to approve the appointment of Ann Gibbons to the Catskill Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.  AYES:  Seeley, Chewens, Dushane and Paolino.  One abstains:  Bagshaw.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Dushane, to approve the resignation of Michael Lanuto, Jr. from the police department effective January 13, 2016.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Robin Smith, representative for Cultivate Catskill, gave a run-down the current projects, as well as future projects in the Village.  Robin also reviewed Cultivate Catskill’s budget, showing the costs and expenses for their different projects.  Cultivate Catskill is asking if the Village of Catskill taxpayers would foot the bill for a person to water the pots and hanging baskets both located on Main, Bridge and West Bridge Streets.  The cost would be $5,000 - $6,000.  After discussion, the Board decided to commit to line item, with $2,000 coming out of this year’s budget, but that the Board would have to work on the logistics for the budget next year.  The Board thanked Robin and Cultivate Catskill for all their hard work.

Letter was read from Steven Goldschein/2GZ LLC, owner of 261 Main Street, asking for a ‘favorable consideration in an adjustment and refund or credit for excessive payments made”.  The Board feels that they were informed of high usage and leaks, but have not fully resolved the issues in their building.  Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Dushane, to deny an adjustment to the water/sewer bill.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 1-2016 “Resolution to Authorize the Supervisor to Execute Documents and Take Action to Release a Portion of Landfill Closure Funds” was read and President Seeley explained the Resolution as well as the distribution of funds, regarding an Agreement between Towns of Catskill, Cairo, Athens and New Baltimore and the Villages of Athens and Catskill entered into for the closure of a landfill located in the Town of Catskill for the purpose of closing the landfill and financing the cost thereof.  The Village of Catskill would receive $72,000.00 in accordance with the Agreement.  Motion made by Paolino, seconded by Chewens, to agree to said Resolution 1-2016, and to allow the Town of Catskill to disburse the funds.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Superintendent McGrath showed the Board pictures of the ceiling/roof which covers the salt shed and the deplorable condition of said roof.  Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Bagshaw, to approve the proposal from Tri-Pow’r Roofing & Painting.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Shari Kimmel of 5 Landon Avenue asked the Board about the curb/fence on her neighbor’s yard, which she had come to the Board about before.  Shari asked the Board for clarification on their prior decision wherein she was not sure if the curb was to be taken ‘down 6 inches’ or ‘down to 6 inches’.   The Petruccellis were also present, and are the neighbors of 5 Landon Avenue, and they stated that they did as was asked by the Code Officer and that the curb/fence was taken down by 6 inches.  Mr. Petrucelli said that if he has to take it down all the way, he will, but he will be putting up a 4 foot fence in its place.  The Board basically feels that this is a civil matter and if the neighbors need to, this can be done through a civil suit.      

Harold Rivenburgh and Patrick McCulloch of the Fire Department asked the Board if an Inter-municipal Agreement with the Town can be drafted with regard to ambulance fees for fire and police personnel at call outs.  The Board agreed that this needs to be done and said to get in touch with the Village attorney to move forward on same, and possibly make the agreement for all Village departments as well.

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Chewens, to approve the payment of the visitor shuttle for the ‘River Crossings; Contemporary Art Comes Home’ exhibition, of $5000.00, to the Olana Partnership.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Bagshaw and Paolino, to approve $560,000 Bond as per the Sept. 17, 2014 Agreement with Greene County for the Black Bridge Project.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richard said the merchants on Main Street said that they did very well with Friday nights during the Holiday season and that Main Street was very busy.  Nancy thanked the DPW for the tree and decorations.

Nancy mentioned that Cultivate Catskill is looking for volunteers.  Nancy also has, in her office, the Cornell students’ renderings for their projects that were done in Catskill.  She is hoping to have same displayed in storefronts on Main Street; at Nina Skalansky’s empty storefront windows.

HOCA has donated $8000.00, from their CAT Auction, to the Village for specific use at Dutchman’s Landing.  Lighting and picnic tables were discussed at a prior meeting, and that is what the use will be this year for the money.  HOCA will be donating on an annual basis, as long as the CATs are here.

Nancy asked the Board to keep the fees for the Bass Tournaments at $10 per boat, as this helps with the upkeep.  The Board agreed to keep the fees for the Bass Tournament.  

The Board thanked Nancy for all of her hard work.

OPEN: 

Trustee Paolino reviewed the Code Office report for December.

Vice President Chewens stated that the firehouse construction is going well and on schedule.

Joe Kozloski asked the Board to possibly write a letter to the Bridge Authority asking to help with the concrete/asphalt island at the Bridge approach.

Motion made by Paolino, seconded by Bagshaw, to close the meeting and go into Executive Session with personnel matters.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Dushane, to come out of Executive Session.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Paolino, to hire Cameron Auffant as part-time communications specialist.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Paolino, seconded by Bagshaw, to hire Victoria Smith, as Senior Court Clerk.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Bagshaw, to hire Lonnie Zajkowski as Court Clerk.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Paolino, to purchase a leaf blower for DPW.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made to adjourn the meeting.  


								Respectfully submitted,


								BETSY COTHREN
