
MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES


February 13, 2012

PRESENT:
Vice President James Chewens



Trustee Patrick McCulloch

Trustee Joseph Kozloski 

Trustee Brian Kehoe


ABSENT:
President Vincent Seeley

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Chewens and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA: 

Motion made by McCulloch, second by Kozloski, to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Kozloski, second by McCulloch, to approve Department reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards requested that the Board approve Mitchell Smith, Village Planning Board member, to represent the Village on the Greene County Planning Board.  Motion made by Kozloski, second by McCulloch, to approve said request.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.  

Discussion was started with regards to parcels being removed from the tax roll for government and non-profit agencies.  The Board wanted the public to know that the Village cannot afford to lose anymore parcels on the tax roll.  Further discussion was also had regarding re-assessment requests from some of the larger parcel owners in the Village.  This will also mean less taxes coming into the Village.  Again, the Board wanted the public to be aware of what might possibly happen if parcels come off the tax roll or assessments are lowered.  Discussion and input was had from the public.

OPEN

Dave Bundy made a request to the Board to re-pave Grandview Avenue from Broome St. to the circle, possibly this year, if not, make it a line item on the budget for next year and have a vote on said line item.  Jerry Misevcis made mention to do something with the drainage prior to the paving of Grandview due to the problems in that regard.  Some further discussion was had on this matter.

The Catskill Fire Company made a request, and a letter was read from President Paul Overbaugh, asking for credit for Larry Kilmer for the year 2011.  Motion made by McCulloch, second by Kozloski, for Larry Kilmer to receive credit for 2011.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

With regard to the Farmers’ Market, Bryan Hunter, owner of Catskill Cycles on Main St., does not understand how foot traffic from the Farmers’ Market is bad for businesses on Main Street.  Mick Bessire, of Cornell Cooperative Extension said that he would like to see the Farmers’ Market on Main Street or would like to know what the alternative could be.  He does not want to see Main Street shut down for it.  Trustee Kozloski stated that it is a safety issue to shut down Main Street for the market.  Various input was had from some of the merchants on Main Street asking to keep Main Street open and also have the Farmer’s Market on Main Street.  Pat Ruck also mentioned that the Board needs to be leaders in this regard.  A letter was read from the Catskill Farmer’s Market Vendors stating that they are ‘extremely disappointed that, for the second consecutive year, the Village Trustees have opted to move the Farmers’ Market.”  They are hoping for a Main Street compromise and keep the market downtown.  Also, a ‘majority of the vendors have respectfully declined, expressing that they will not participate in the market if it is removed from the village’.  Vice-President Chewens asked for the Board’s input ~ Trustee Kehoe stated that he was disappointed with the Board and that the decision was made without him.  He felt that this process was not done properly.  Trustee McCulloch stated that the farmers’ market was not being removed from the Village but that he is not in favor of closing Main Street for it.  Trustee Kozloski stated that it is a safety issue and does not want to close Main Street. 

Dave Bundy offered his parking lot permanently if the Farmers’ Market would like to use it.  

More input on this issue will be coming for future meetings.

Trustee McCulloch mentioned that there would be another Fire District Development Committee meeting sometime in late March or early April, and that he would let the public know when the date is set. 

Motion made by McCulloch, second by Kehoe to adjourn the meeting.  








Respectfully submitted:

Betsy Cothren, Village Clerk=s Office
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