MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	August  28, 2013

PRESENT:    President Vincent Seeley 
                       Vice-President Patrick McCulloch
                       Trustee James Chewens
                       Trustee Joseph Kozloski
                       Trustee Stan Dushane
 
PUBLIC HEARING:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT in accord with the Village of Catskill Zoning Regulations, the Village Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, August 28, 2013, at the Senior Center, Academy St., Catskill, New York, to consider Local Law No.: 4 of 2013, proposing to ban the use of brine on any Village street or Village owned property and it would prohibit the sale, application and disposal of waste associated with natural gas or oil exploration and extraction activities within the Village of Catskill.  Any person wishing to be heard on this Local Law may be heard at that time and place.  A copy of said proposed Local Law No. 4-2013 is available for public inspection during normal business hours in the Village Clerk’s Office, 422 Main St., Catskill, NY.

Public Hearing opened and President Seeley asked for questions/statements from the public.  Many persons spoke with regard to banning the use of brine on Village of Catskill roads.  Jessica Abhrams stated that she felt that the proposed fine was too low.  Andrew  Person asked if the letter from Peckham Industries claiming that they do not use any ‘fracking waste brine in our calcium chloride solution nor any products that we produce or sell”, if they are the Village’s only supplier.  Lew O’Connor answered that, no, we purchase our salt for ice/snow through the County contract.  Questions and input was taken from various members of the public basically stating that they were against the fracking brine being used on any streets/roads in the Village of Catskill, if not a larger scope.  Lillian Johnson asked if the ban is only on Village owned properties and, if so, why not get the County and State to ban brine also, then address this on a Village level.  

Michael Bulich from the Town of Catskill stated that the Village Board needs to re-address the brine issue once they have had all the facts.  Forest Cotten stated that the Federal Government does not have to disclose what chemicals they are using in the fracking process, but the process is not a natural occurance.  Mr. Bulich asked the Board if they are taking the side of NYS DEC, and reiterated that the Board needs to do their homework on this matter.  Mary Finneran of GREEN (Green Renewable Energy & Environmental Network) stated that Mr. Bulich was not at the prior Village Board meeting where this issue was discussed in great detail; and that Mr. Paul Brown, who wrote a letter to the Editor against the ban, was not at either the Village Board meeting or the Public Hearing on this matter.  Ms. Finneran stated that fracking is being done in western part of New York, and Mike Bulich asked if we contacted any of the Towns in western New York to see if their groundwater has been contaminated.  Rick Gerard, Town of Catskill, wanted to thank the Village Board for going ahead and doing this; that the risks are too great with fracking brine and would like to see the ban instituted in the Village of Catskill.  President Seeley said that we will have to readdress this issue and asked for the Board’s input:  Trustee Kozloski is all for the ban and stated that what is being done during the fracking process is not natural and is damaging to our earth and the future of our earth.  He further stated if they are banning this in Texas, we should definitely be doing the same.  Vice-President McCulloch said that he is all for public safety but does not know enough about fracking to make a decision and will do homework on this matter.  Trustee Dushane agreed with Michael Bulich that we do not have all the information on this and that we need to get the facts from both sides before making a decision.  President Seeley made mention that this is not a fracking issue, but that he is concerned with the by-product of the fracking process and that he does not want to put this by-product on our roads when we do not know if it’s safe or not, and that he’d rather be safe than sorry.  He asked Lew O’Connor of DPW if anyone or any company has tried to sell brine to the Village, and Mr. O’Connor stated that, no this has not been the case.

President Seeley said that this Local Law will need to be re-worded, and that the Village attorney needs to do that and that more research will be done and will be re-addressed at the next Village Board meeting on September 11th.  

Motion made by Dushane, second by Kozloski to close the Public Hearing.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.
                      
AGENDA:

Motion made by Trustee Dushane, seconded by Kozloski, to approve payment of audited bills and department reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Kozloski, seconded by McCulloch to approve carrying over vacation time for Nancy Richards.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Update from Nancy Richards:  this Thursday, the 29th of August will be the last Music in the Park for the year.  September 28th is the Out of Darkness walk; they will be tying ribbons on the poles and same will be removed after the walk.  
Sept. 13 – 14th the  Saratoga Rowing Center will be staying at Dutchman’s Landing overnight.   Nancy has the necessary paperwork.  
Sunday, September 29th – CAT Gala at the Point
Saturday, October 5th – Alzheimer’s Walk 8 AM – 2 PM
Saturday, October 12th – Hudson Valley Dance Festival at the Point
Saturday, October 19th – wedding
Sunday, October 20th – BASS Tournament

OPEN:

President Seeley spoke about the recent fire at Village Pizza and would like to invite miscellaneous dignitaries when Village Pizza is ready to re-open.

He also wanted to congratulate Trustee Kozloski on the birth of his grandson, Zane Joseph.
Trustee Kozloski made mention that DPW would be starting to blacktop Colewood/Woodland Avenues.  Also, he mentioned that the shop owners on Main Street can sweep their sidewalks onto the street and the street sweeper will come by and clean the street.

Vice President McCulloch thanked the Catskill Fire Department for the excellent job done during the Village Pizza fire.  

Chief Darling wanted to commend the Fire Department for the handling of the Village Pizza fire.  The Chief stated that if it wasn’t for the awesome response of our firefighters, we could have possibly lost the whole block of buildings.  Again, he thanked the Fire Department for doing a fantastic job and possibly saving Main Street.

The Greene County Firemen’s Conference is being hosted by our Catskill Fire Department.  On Friday, September 6th will be the Mardi Gras parade kicking off at 7:00 PM proceeding down Main Street from the VFW to the Uncle Sam bridge then over to Cone-E-Island; and on Saturday the big parade takes place at 2:00 PM starting in Jefferson Heights and going down Main Street to the Uncle Sam Bridge then onto Cone-E-Island for after-parade gatherings.

Trustee Dushane said that the Town of Catskill will be donating ‘gators’ for the parade.  He also said that Angelo from Village Pizza was offered the Senior Center kitchen if he needed same for use in prepping food for events and such.

Lew O’Connor mentioned that he had spoken with Carol Miller who had received a letter regarding waterline insurance.  Mr. O’Connor informed her that she did not need insurance on her waterline and that he believed this to be a scam.  Mr. O’Connor was informed that these letters have been going around and that the Clerk’s Office informs the recipients of said letters that same is a scam.

Lew O’Connor stated that the sweeper will be doing Main Street prior to the parade and will have someone in early to do so.

Lillian Johnson asked the Board why we do not re-address the issue of alternate side street parking.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Kozloski, to adjourn the meeting and go into executive session.  

								Respectfully submitted,
								BETSY COTHREN
