
MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES


SEPTEMBER 13, 2010

PRESENT:
President Vincent Seeley

Vice President James Chewens

Trustee Joseph Kozloski

Trustee Patrick McCulloch

Trustee Brian Kehoe

The meeting was called to order by President Seeley and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion made by Chewens, second by Kozloski to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Kozloski, second by McCulloch to approve Department reports and Treasurer=s reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards requested the reappointment of Shelly Pulver to the Planning Board.  She further mentioned that with regards to Eric Broccolo, the Planning Board has not yet received any official letter or email of his resignation.  The Village Board has the authority to remove E. Broccolo from the Planning Board without any official letter from him.  Trustee Kehoe injected that we need to make sure that the Planning Board has enough members to be able to vote at meetings.  N. Richards also stated that there is a Planning Board work session on Thursday, September 16th and the next Planning Board meeting will be on September 20th at 7:00 and asked if the Board had any recommendations for a new member.

The matter of the Black Bridge (pedestrian bridge) was next on the agenda.  Letter from Crawford & Asso., the Village=s engineer, sets forth the issues of the bridge.  The issues, which were discussed by Lew O=Connor, are the sewer line which was repaired but could possibly need replacement; some of the steel work decking of the bridge is missing; after speaking with DEC, there may possibly be another way to cross the creek.  Whatever is decided, the bridge must be closed for the time being.  Trustee Kehoe asked how long the bridge would be closed and was told that there is no definite time frame.  Mr. O=Connor has spoken with the County and they are willing to help.  Trustee Kehoe had also spoken with the County and he was under the same impression that they are willing to help the Village with the matter of the bridge.  The issue of who owns the bridge arose and President Seeley stated that the Village owns the bridge; and if not, we should claim it and if the County claims the bridge unsafe then they can help preserve same.  Lew O=Connor stated that he would have more information on this matter at the next Village Board meeting.  

Motion was made by Trustee Kozloski to close the bridge; seconded by Trustee Chewens AYES by all Trustees present.  Motion carried.  

Bridge is closed.  It was mentioned to get in touch with Superintendent at the school, Kate Farrell, and inform her of the closing of the bridge.  Board was told that Dr. Farrell already is aware of the bridge issues.

Franklin Street matter was readdressed.  Trustee Chewens read the reply from the Village=s attorney on this matter which stated that we cannot put in a parking permit system with out County legislation and it must be approved by the State.  There can be no permits for residents and there can be no handicap permits for residents.  It is a public street.  DPW can install street signs on the west side of the street and a follow-up can be done with the County jail employees encouraging them to park in the County parking lot.  Mrs. Margolius was there and mentioned that she is hoping for a handicap spot on Franklin St. hopefully in the middle of Franklin St.  Another Franklin St. resident mentioned that perhaps the residents should get together and write a letter to the Sheriff=s office asking if their employees can please park in the designated County parking lot.  President Seeley then asked the Board for their recommendations on installing a handicap parking space on Franklin St. or not.  Trustee Kehoe said that it is hard to please everyone, but his answer was >yes= to a handicap parking space.  Trustee McCulloch was also in favor of said space; Trustee Kozloski was in agreement Aas long as the law has been enacted@ and further mentioned that we, the Village, created this situation on Franklin St.  Trustee Chewens mentioned that he hopes that with the new set up on Franklin St. that there is enough parking for everyone and that he is not in favor of a handicap parking space on Franklin St.    It was further recommended by Lew O=Connor and President Seeley to give Franklin St. a chance, as it is going to be set up according to prior Village Board meetings.  Some residents asked if problem continues, then what?  President Seeley asked the residents to please try and give it time and if it does not work out; issue would be readdressed.  Trustee McCulloch made a motion to put a handicap parking space on Franklin Street; seconded by Kehoe - 4 AYES and 1 NO.  Motion passed.

Next on the Agenda was the matter of the Public Hearing for the hydrant rate increase (Fire Hydrant Fees).  Public Hearing will be set up for the October 25, 2010 meeting. 

Trustee then read a letter from Office of Community Renewal regarding the Village=s CDBG application for a grant to install an elevator at Village Hall.  The letter stated that the Village=s application had been denied.

Trustee McCulloch made a motion to accept the water bill adjustments at this time; motion was seconded by Trustee Kozloski - AYES by all Trustees present.  Motion carried. 

Reminder that a Public Hearing is set on the September 27th meeting to address the date change for Village elections.

At this time it was discussed that the scheduled October 11 meeting is Columbus Day holiday.  After discussion, it was decided that there will only be one meeting in October on the 25th.

Letter was read from the Governor=s Traffic Safety Committee office informing the Village Police Department that they were eligible for $7,980.00 in grant funds for the ASelective Traffic Enforcement Program@ to reduce aggressive driving and speeding.

Trustee Kehoe mentioned that Sue Campriello was leaving the Daily Mail and wished her good luck in her future endeavors.  He further mentioned that the Cat Museum on W. Bridge Street should be checked out and that it is very interesting and that the Farmer=s Market is doing well and encouraged folks to go there also.

Trustee McCulloch mentioned that the Public Hearing for the Town Fire contract is on Wednesday, September 15th at 6:15 PM at Town Hall.

Trustee Kozloski mentioned that the Catskill Fire Department won 4 trophies at the Greene County Volunteer Fire Department parade and that they lost the ABest in Show@ trophy by a tenth of a point.  He further mentioned that the Catskill has had that trophy the longest out of all other fire departments in county.

Upon motion the meeting adjourned.

Betsy Cothren, Village Clerk=s Office
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