MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

AUGUST 23, 2010

PRESENT:
Vice President James Chewens



Trustee Joseph Kozloski



Trustee Patrick McCulloch



Trustee Brian Kehoe

ABSENT:
President Vincent Seeley

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Chewens and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC HEARING – Amendment to Local Law 2 of the year 2000 Prohibiting Dogs in Any Village Park or Cemetery

The hearing was called to order to present the attached amendment to the above law.  Chewens explained that a request had been made to the Board which would allow people to transport dogs from vehicle to boat.  Nate Prest said it will be a problem when boaters return to the park and the dogs need to relieve themselves.  It was explained that a Pooper Scooper Law is in place.  The possibility of a designated area will be discussed by the Parks Committee.  There were no additional comments and the hearing adjourned.

MEETING –

Motion by Kehoe, second by McCulloch to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion by McCulloch, second by Kehoe to approve the Treasurers Report as submitted.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Peter DiStefano read the attached letter regarding his intent to sue the Village if Main Street is not reopened for traffic on Saturdays during the Farmers Market.  He said the Street closing every week has caused his business to suffer.  He said the petition protesting the street closing presented to the Board earlier this summer, and the response by the Board was to reevaluate in October.  Brian Kehoe asked if DiStefano could substantiate his loss of income and he said his CPA could provide this information.  Kehoe said there is value in patience and it is a shame that he chooses to sue.  He said he is a huge supporter of the market as it is, a place for people to gather.  He also said there is full access in and around Main Street.  DiStefano said this is not about the value of the Farmers Market, but at whose expense is the street closed.  Chewens said the Board would not discuss this further and it will be turned over to the Village Attorney.

PUBLIC HEARING – Handicapped parking spaces on Franklin Street

The hearing was called to order by Chewens.  There was discussion about the parking on Franklin Street adopted in July and discussed on August 9.  Fire Chief Jack Ormerod said there is parking in front of a hydrant on Franklin Street and this must be addressed.  Chewens said that while he supports permit or resident only parking for Franklin Street, the Village Attorney has been on vacation and has not been able to research this.  Nicky Hodor said people can not see the signs and they need to be lower.  Peter Margolius said visitor’s day at the jail is also a problem.  It was suggested handouts be given for visitors indicating where they should park.  It was also stated by the Trustees that there had been communication from Dan Frank, County Administrator, addressing the problem of Sheriff Department and jail employees parking on Franklin Street.  This continues to be a problem, and he will be contacted again.  Joan Miller said the pavement should be marked.  She also said that when she works in the evening at the Library, she parks on Franklin Street, and will continue to do that.  There were no further comments and the hearing adjourned.

MEETING

Motion by McCulloch, second by Kozloski to adopt the change to the Dogs in Parks Law as presented.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion by McCulloch, second by Kehoe to table the change to the Traffic Law allowing for handicapped parking on Franklin Street.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion by McCUlloch, second by Kehoe to allow Nancy Richards to carry over 35 hours of unused vacation time.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kozloski, second by Kehoe to  turn over the conduct of Village elections to Greene County as proposed in the attached.  AYES:   All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kozloski, second by Kehoe to hold a public hearing on September 27 to change the date of Village elections to the third Tuesday in March.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Ed Banks of Café 355 said the original plan for the Farmers Market was to set up vendors in parking spaces and keep the street open.  He said the closing of the street has cost him $300  each weekend in lost business.  He said he witnessed an ambulance heading up Main Street, having to detour, costing valuable time, and endangering a life.

Nate Prest said the Village must consider emergency vehicles and move the Market to Church Street or Dutchmans Landing.  

Upon motion, the meeting closed.

Carolyn Pardy

Clerk-Treasurer

