 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

JANUARY 10, 2011

PRESENT:
President Vincent Seeley



Vice President James Chewens



Trustee Joseph Kozloski



Trustee Patrick McCulloch



Trustee Brian Kehoe

The meeting was called to order by President Seeley, and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by Kozloski, second by Chewens to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Presentation was made by Nancy McCoy, Assessor, to adopt a sliding scale with regard to increasing the maximum income limit for the Senior Citizen’s tax exemption and the Physically Disabled exemption for Village tax purposes since Social Security recently announced that, for the second year, the elderly and disabled citizens will not be receiving a Cost-Of-Living- Adjustment increase.  Nancy further stated that the Town and County have already made a Resolution accepting this “as written” and that the impact on the Village would be ‘minimal’.  Motion made by McCulloch, second by Kehoe.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.  

Presentation made by Hudson Talbot, Outreach Committee; and Marie Gavilanes, Director of Education both of Cedar Grove, about the current projects taking place at Cedar Grove.  Mentioned was the Federal funding, which was received 5 years ago, from the National Park Service.  Cedar Grove is trying to keep the work being performed at the site as ‘local’ as possible by hiring contractors in the area.  Current projects are the landscaping around the house along with a Hudson River side entrance to the house.  Trustee Chewens asked about the recent properties acquired by Cedar Grove and was told that the latest purchase was the Knoll property and that, according to H. Talbot, was not to be used for non-profit purposes and that the property would still be on the Village tax roll.

Presentation made by Sandra Lewis Smith and Ernest Wesbrooke of the Cus D’Amato Boxing Gym with a status report on the Gym.  Discussion was had with respect to current boxers and use of the Gym.  The date has been set for the ‘Rumble in the Catskills’ which will be held on July 16, 2011 at the Catskill High School.  President Seeley was asked to emcee the event, as he has done so in the past.  Ms. Smith went on to inform the Board that a producer from a multi-media organization is interested in doing a reality show on the gym.  Much further information is needed prior to making any decision on said matter.  Sky Rich is planning of designing a CAT for this summer’s display of cats.  President Seeley went on to say how proud he is of the Gym and how it has progressed.  Trustee Kehoe asked about the finances regarding the gym and was told that the Village does pay the utilities for same.  Michael Smith mentioned that the gym should be promoted as a museum for the public.

Motion was made by Trustee Kozloski, second by McCulloch to appoint Jonathon Watson as a replacement Part-time Dispatcher.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Nancy Richards, Planning/Zoning Board Chairperson, made a presentation of the 2010 Planning and Zoning Boards activities.  Motion was made by McCulloch, second by Kozloski to appoint Lillian Johnson to the Zoning Board, to replace exiting L. Cornelius, for the remainder of her term (1 year).  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

N. Richards also reminded the Board that the Balsano matter, which was tabled at the 12/13/2010 meeting, is requesting a rezone matter before the Zoning Board at their January 27, 2011 meeting being held at the Catskill High School at 6:30.  Trustee McCulloch asked if Nancy had heard back from Alex Betke, Esq., Village Attorney, on the Sign Law.  N. Richards mentioned that she is still waiting to hear.

Trustee Chewens read a letter to the Board from Victoria Dougherty thanking the Catskill Police Department and Catskill Fire Department for their quick response when their mother went missing from Home Sweet Home Nursing Facility.  Kudos to both departments for their excellent job regarding this issue.

S. Smith thanked Lew O’Connor of DPW for a fine job done on the entranceway to the Cus D’Amato Gym on the North Street side.

Public Hearing with respect to no parking on Main Street during snow emergencies will be held on the next Village Board meeting on January 24, 2011.

Discussion was held as to being able to have Village Board meetings at the Catskill Senior Center on Academy Street again.  A letter will be sent to the Town Board requesting same.

Upon motion, the meeting adjourned.








Respectfully submitted,








BETSY COTHREN
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