
MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES


September 10, 2012
PRESENT:
President Vincent Seeley



Vice President Patrick McCulloch


Trustee James Chewens



Trustee Joseph Kozloski
ABSENT:
Trustee Brian Kehoe
The meeting was called to order by President Seeley and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA: 

Motion made by McCulloch, second by Chewens, to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by Kozloski, second by McCulloch, to approve Department reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Discussion was had regarding replacement for Hon. William Wootton.  The Board recommended Kate Izzo for the position of Village Justice.  Kate Izzo has been shadowing Judge LaRosa through court; and will be in the court office to shadow Shelly Cardinale in office policies.  
Motion made by Kozloski, second by McCulloch, to approve the hiring of Kate Izzo, to replace William Wootton, effective September 17, 2012, as interim Court Justice.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.  Trustee McCulloch mentioned that once this takes effect, to hire a Court Clerk.  Trustees Chewens and Kozloski agreed.  Chewens further mentioned that Kate Izzo would be an asset to the Village and welcomed her. 
OPEN:

Trustees all congratulated the Fire Department on taking “Overall Best” at the Greene County Firemen’s Convention.  Great job was done by all.

Trustees Seeley and Kozloski welcomed the new Daily Mail reporter, Kyle Adams.  

Mr. Mumtaz Ahmad, again, requested forgiveness on his water bill which he claims his tenants have abused.  Again, said request was denied by said Board.  President Seeley offered to assist Mr. Ahmad in the wording of his lease to reflect that the tenants’ are responsible for any water rents incurred at said property.
Informal Informational Session:
With regard to the property located on 9W behind the Pizza Hut and McDonald’s, President Seeley mentioned re-zoning the area from RC Lacy’s to Tatianna’s Restaurant from R-3 to commercial.  He further asked the audience for feedback on what type of a ‘destination’ store the public would like to see developed on said parcel.
Len DiStefano informed the public that new commercial property brings the tax base down.  Progress is good for the area; bring more people into Catskill.  We need to do what is best for the area.  Possible anchor store such as a bank along with a restaurant would be a good idea.  Their traffic patterns would be much different than those of a grocery store, which creates constant traffic.  
Pat Leach mentioned that she was taking down her building on 9W and asked the Board why not try and get both sides of 9W rezoned from R-3 to commercial as well.  

Bob Wade mentioned that traffic in this area would be an issue.  Its difficult now for the fire trucks to get through traffic on 9W.  Adrianne Hanusik also mentioned that the traffic on W. Bridge Street would be affected as well.

Doug Caulkins of Great Northern Catskill Chamber of Commerce was present and mentioned that the Board may want to speak with the County and the County IDA regarding what interests any companies may have in Greene County.  President Seeley mentioned that he had spoken with Warren Hart and Rene VanSchack, and was told that the IDA has no resources to help.

President Seeley stated that he would like to go ahead with a study of the area; the number of homes that would be affected and the traffic issues in the area.  Once this has been done, then a Public Hearing would be scheduled.  In the meantime, the DPW will see that the water and sewer systems can sustain any new commercial business that would possibly be developed in the area.  A traffic study would also eventually need to be done also with regard to any ingress/egress onto 9W and traffic flow in said area.  Again, once all said is done, a Public Hearing will be held in order to address any issues and concerns regarding said development of this particular area.

Motion made by McCulloch, second by Chewens, to adjourn the meeting. 







Respectfully submitted:

Betsy Cothren, Village Clerk=s Office
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