Water Conservation/Water Supply Emergency Plan

Village of Catskill, Greene County New York

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL RESEVOIR IS LOW DUE TO THE DRAUGHT.  PLEASE CONSERVE WATER AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.  Fresh clean drinking water is yours to use whenever you need it.  But not to waste, as it is too valuable.  With some common sense and effort it will make a big difference.

Following these tips can help save thousands of gallons every year in each household.  So be alert.  If you see water being wasted in your own home, tighten up.  If you see it being wasted anywhere else, speak up.
The following steps will be helpful to keep in mind:

Bathroom
1. Check the toilet for leaks.  Put a little food coloring in the toilet tank. If, without flushing, the coloring begins to appear in the bowl, there is a leak on the flapper and should be repaired immediately.)

2. Stop using the toilet as an ashtray or waste basket.

3. Put plastic bottles in the toilet tank.  Put 1 or 2 inches of sand or pebbles inside each of two plastic bottles to weight them down, fill them with water, and place them in the toilet tank away from the operating hardware. Avoid bricks - they may flake and clog tubes and if dropped could crack the tank.                   
4. Take shorter showers.

5. Install water saver shower heads or flow restrictors.

6. Take baths instead of showers.

7. Turn off the water after you wet your toothbrush. Fill a glass for 

    mouth rinsing.

8. Rinse the razor by filling a few inches of water in the sink.

9. Check faucets and pipes for leaks.
Kitchen and Laundry

1. Use the automatic dishwasher only for full loads.

2. Use the automatic clothes washing machine only for full loads.

3. If dishes are washed by hand, do not leave the water running for 

    rinsing. (Use separate pan or rinse with the sprayer). 
4. Do not let faucet run while cleaning vegetables.

5. Keep a bottle of drinking water in the refrigerator.

6. Insulate hot water pipes. (Avoid running “cold” water out of 
    pipes).
7. Check faucets and pipes for leaks.

Outside

1. Water the lawn only when it needs it. (To check, step on the grass

    -if it springs back, it does not need watering).
2. Deep soak the lawn. (A light sprinkling can evaporate quickly and

    tends to encourage shallow root systems).
3. Water during the cooler parts of the day. (Early morning is    generally better than dusk since it helps prevent growth of fungus).
4. Do not water the driveway, road or sidewalk. (Position the sprinkler so water lands on the lawn or garden only and avoid windy days).
5. Plant drought – resistant trees and plants.

6. Put a layer of mulch around trees and plants. (Slows evaporation 

    and discourages weed growth).
7. Use a broom, not a garden hose, to clean the driveway and sidewalk.

8. Do not let the garden hose run while washing the car.  Clean the

    car with a pail of soapy water and use the hose just to rinse it off.  
    Wash the car near hedges and shrubs to give them a free drink.

9. Tell children not to play with the garden hose or sprinklers.

10. Cover swimming pool when not in use to prevent evaporation.

      Recycle wading pool water for plants, shrubs and lawn.

11. Check for leaks in pipes, garden hoses, faucets, and couplings.

