MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	March 11, 2015

PRESENT:     President Vincent Seeley
                       Vice-President Jim Chewens 	
                       Trustee Patrick McCulloch
                       Trustee Stanley Dushane
ABSENT:      Trustee Rick Paolino    
   
AGENDA:

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Chewens, to approve payment of audited bills.    AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Chewens, to approve submitted department reports.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Chewens, to approve ‘Aged Senior Citizen’s Tax Exemption’ and ‘Persons with Disabilities and Limited Income Tax Exemptions’, which is on a two (2) year schedule and it is recommended to increase the maximum income limits for both exemption levels as shown on the sliding scale (attached).  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Vice-President Chewens read an email/letter from Logan Mayer, representative for Clear Channel, with regard to the tree issue on West Bridge Street (by billboards).  Said letter requests, in writing, that Clear Channel can request pruning/maintenance of said trees, but said pruning/maintenance will be done by the Village of Catskill, and also asking for the invoice for tree replacement and where to remit same.  Chewens also read the letter from the Village of Catskill to Clear Channel.  Trustee Chewens wanted this in the Minutes in case, down the line, we need to re-address this matter.  Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Dushane, to send letter to Clear Channel.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Shelly Pulver of Cultivate Catskill gave the Board an update.  The America in Bloom judges will be in Catskill on July 30 and 31.  Cultivate Catskill has been enhancing the Village of Catskill for the past 3 years and has/will be coordinating with the Catskill Garden Club and general public to beautify the Village even more this year.  So far 46 trees have been planted on Main Street and Cultivate Catskill will be planting 50 hanging baskets – 6 on the Uncle Sam Bridge and 44 on Main Street.  Said hanging baskets will be put on street light poles with double hanging brackets and will be planted with hardy Wave petunias.  Cultivate Catskill asked the Board if the DPW could help them in watering the hanging basket and such.  Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Dushane, to support Cultivate Catskill.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Bill Zwoboda, Planning Board Chairman, introduced the matter of parking on lower Main Street.  Mr. Zwoboda spoke with regard to the new pub opening at the end of Main Street and that the parks are very busy this summer season.  He also said that there are other businesses on lower Main as well as approximately 60 residences, and the issue is that there is parking on both sides of the street.  Mr. Zwoboda had 3 different proposals:  (1) have parking on one side – Greene Street to 163 Main Street (odd side); (2) have no parking at all from Marina Drive to the east entrance/exit of the park; or (3) make additional parking: i.e., Village Sewage Treatment Plant.  Traffic on lower Main Street is very chaotic for newcomers to the area.  

Police Chief Dave Darling said that the traffic is heavy, but not all the time, just during events.  When there are events, lower Main Street residents get notified and all park on one side of the street.  But, if we have parking on one side of the street all the time, then we get speeders going up and down.  Chief reiterated that when there is an event at the Point or Dutchman’s Landing, the street gets posted and officers direct the traffic.

The residents of lower Main Street were asked their thoughts:  John & Eileen Darling of 181 Main Street said to leave the parking the way it is now; Harry Braker of 193 Main Street, said to keep the parking as it is; Rita Landy of 251 Main Street said that she thinks it’s a safety hazard and lower Main Street would look better ‘uncluttered’ if parking was on one side only.  Bill Oravsky, owner of Main Care, says it should be kept the way it is now; Enrique Govantes of 242 Main Street said that the parking along Main Street looks like a ‘bad tooth’ job and they still speed.  Sue Berry of 116-118 Main Street suggested that the 20 mph sign be moved to a more visible site, and was informed that the 20 mph sign is illegal and really should be a 30 mph sign.  Sue Berry said that she would go to the Legislature in Albany herself and get this passed.  Mike Aguiar 103 Main Street (Riverview Marina) suggested that the Sewage Treatment Plant open up and allow people to park there.  The Gentalins also agreed with the majority of the residents to keep it the way it is now.  Joe Kozloski stated that people with driveways should use them.  Nancy Richards, speaking for Mr. William Hobbs of 249 Main Street would like to see parking on one side of the street as well.  Nancy further stated that she did a count and that there are only 6 houses in this area without driveways and also agreed that it is very chaotic looking in this area as well.  Ronnie McCue of 121 Main Street agrees that the parking should be kept the way it currently is.  Barbara Kaufer of 135 Main Street said that she would like to see parking on one side of the street, as she has no parking for any visitors at her house.  They have to park down the street.  Harold Rivenburgh, Fire Chief, was asked about fire trucks getting through; he assured everyone that the fire trucks can definitely get through, if necessary.

Chief Darling and Superintendent Mike McGrath said that they would measure the road and see how much of an area a parking space takes up.  Sue Berry further suggested that something should be done about the garbage cans/containers all over the sidewalks.

Nancy Richards gave her update – the flower lady in front of Beer World will be returning this year from May to September.  The Point and Dutchman’s Landing are basically booked for each weekend this summer.  

The ‘trunk sales’ will also be starting up again on the first Saturday of each month, in the County parking lot behind the old Candyman store.

Hudson Talbot took the floor and updated all with regard to the shuttle between the Cole House and Olana.  With regard to the shuttle, it will run from the train station, then between Olana and Cedar Grove and back to the train station.  So far, there is funding for Saturdays.  Looking for more funding.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]He further spoke about the upgrades to the ‘welcometocatskilldotcom’ website and that the new site should be fully up and running soon.  Dan Kirkus is designing the website and it should be up and running by the end of March.  Hudson further mentioned that there will be a ‘welcome’ center in the lobby of the Catskill Community Center soon, once funding and such has been finalized.     

Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Dushane, to approve the engineering fee of $37,500.00 to be paid out of the Fire Reserve Fund.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Public Hearing will be held on March 25, 2015 with regard to borrowing $350,000.00 for the construction of an addition to the fire station.  

Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Dushane.  AYES:  All Trustees present.  Motion carried.  

								Respectfully submitted,


								BETSY COTHREN
