MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	December 11, 2013

PRESENT:    President Vincent Seeley 
                       Vice-President Patrick McCulloch
                       Trustee Joseph Kozloski
                       Trustee Stan Dushane
                       Trustee James Chewens
         
AGENDA:

Motion made by Trustee McCulloch, seconded by Dushane, to approve payment of audited bills and department reports.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Sabrina Hansen, who is a property owner on West Main Street, addressed the Board with regard to their concerns of her housing 30 – 40 cats on her property.  Ms. Hansen claims that she runs a not-for-profit business which provides care for ill cats.  Ms. Hansen further claims that her properties are well maintained and kept clean.  Her cats are fenced in and do not roam out of the yard and she does not want her cats outside.  Her cats are properly picked up after and she does not want her property to smell or be unkempt.  Ms. Hansen said that she is willing to work with the Board in any way to make this work.

President Seeley stated that he has an issue with the amount of cats on a single property and would like to further address this issue, need to put a limitation on what is allowed by a property owner in the Village with regard to pets.

Cathy Levine of Bushnell Avenue spoke in support of Sabrina Hansen and stated that the property has definitely improved since Sabrina took over the property.  Cathy stated that she fully supports what Sabrina is doing and that she is a good neighbor and has improved the property.  Cathy further stated that she can support Sabrina in the matter that the cats roaming around West Main Street and Bushnell Avenue do not belong to her.  

James McKeon, Esq., attorney representing property owner Angelo DiCaprio stated that his client has issues with that many cats on one property and that it may bring property values down in the area and limits the sale of the homes.  

Sabrina Hansen stated that she has 2 properties and that cats are housed on both properties.  Cathy Levine said that regardless, both properties have improved since Sabrina has taken them over.

President Seeley asked Mr. McKeon what remedy he is looking for.  Mr. McKeon said that he would like to see a limitation of cats on the property, maybe 3 to 4.  Trustee Dushane stated that other communities are putting limitations on the number of pets residents may house.  He also asked what type of business this is.  Hillary, Sabrina’s tenant, said that the cats are all contained and that she doesn’t let the cats roam and the litter pans are cleaned every day.  Trustee Dushane asked if they were following any Board of Health specifications and was informed that, yes, they do follow Board of Health code and that the cats have regular check-ups and the vets office.  Dushane further asked if they were supported by donations and was told that donations paid for food and vet bills, and that the organization was filed with the Department of State.

Attorney McKeon stated that they were still operating a ‘satellite’ organization in a residential area and that there may be an issue with this.

President Seeley said that the Board needed to speak with the Village Attorney in this regard; that the Board of Health will be contacted.  There may be a need to put a limitation on how many cats are allowed on a parcel in the Village.  Will see if this is a zoning matter.  To be discussed further.

Hudson Talbot presented to the Board plaques for the trees which are being done by Sal Puma who now is located on Main Street.  The plaques will identify who dedicated the tree.

Motion made by Trustee McCulloch, seconded by Chewens, to accept the Fire Department’s Chief Officer elections as follows:

	Chief:		John Darling III		32 votes
			Barry Sheil			 1 vote
	
	1st Asst.	Harold Rivenburgh		23 votes
			Jack Ormerod			10 votes

	2nd Asst.	Ed Dolan			31 votes
			John Holt Jr.			  1 vote
			Jack Ormerod			  1 vote

AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.

Paul Brown of EvoTherm, USA, producers of bio-mass boilers, made a presentation to the Board with regard to bio-mass boilers which are fueled with wood chips or wood pellets.  The boilers are now manufactured in Troy, New York and have been used in Europe for the past 15 plus years.  These boilers can save up to 60% in fuel costs.  Mr. Brown went into some detail regarding the boilers, but for further information the link is www.evo-world.com for further information.   

Trustee Kozloski brought up the issue regarding posting a Water Filter Plant relief operator/truck driver position.  Someone from DPW would got the WFP and help out when necessary.  Lew O’Connor said that by April/May the position will need to be filled.  President Seeley wanted to know what the plan is.  Motion made by Chewens to post the position.  No one seconded this motion.  Motion did not pass.

Update from Nancy Richards who stated that there are so many great events going on in the area that if someone can’t find something to do, then there’s no answer for these people.  On December 13, 2013 Twilight Tour of 5 homes in Catskill at $20/ticket.  Tickets are available at Lovely on Main Street.  Funds are going to Cultivate Catskill program.  December 14, 2013 is the Saturday Stroll, please come out and support our merchants.  A Winter Pageant will follow the Stroll.

There will be no Planning Board meeting on Monday, December 16, 2013.  January 6, 2014 Planning Board meeting will be regarding the theater on West Bridge Street; and on January 9, 2014 Scenic Hudson Task Force is holding a meeting at CHS regarding tidal floods and planning solutions in said regard. 

Letter read from Lillian Johnson regarding continuing on the Zoning Board since her term expires in January 2014.  Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, for Lillian Johnson to continue on the Zoning Board for another term.  AYES: All Trustees present.  Motion carried.  Ms. Johnson’s term continues till January 2017.

OPEN:

Thank you from Dana Hanusik for cleaning up the gingko tree mess.  Further on this, Hudson Talbot stated that the gingko trees can be replaced.

Trustees made a big thank you to Eileen Dees and the DPW for all that they did for Day in December.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by McCulloch, seconded by Dushane, to adjourn the meeting and go into executive session.  

								Respectfully submitted,

								BETSY COTHREN
