MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
                                            AUGUST 24, 2016



PRESENT:    	President: Heather Bagshaw
		Vice-President: Rick Paolino 
		Trustee: Vincent Seeley
		Trustee: Jim Chewens
		Trustee: Stanley Dushane


PUBLIC HEARING:

The Village of Catskill Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing at 7:00PM, Wednesday, August 24, 2106, at the Senior Center, Academy St. (off of Thompson St.) to hear public comment on amending Traffic Law Article 2, Section 50 – One Way Roadways- wherein making Factory Street a one-way street from Main Street to Water Street in a Westerly direction.

President Bagshaw opened the Public Hearing to the public and asked when speaking to state their name and address clearly and thanked everyone for taking the time to attend the hearing. Bagshaw asked Trustee Chewens to read the Traffic Law Article 2, Section 50 One Way Roadways to the public. Chewens also mentioned that Factory St. is next to the New York Restaurant and the one-way direction would go from Main St. down to Water Street. Chewens stated that it was a request from the Planning Board and comments heard from Bill Zwoboda explaining that the traffic was part of a presentation that was presented to the Planning Board. Chewens also asked Police Chief Darling if there were any concerns from the PD regarding safety or anything and Darling said there weren’t any concerns. Bagshaw opened the floor for public discussion. Comment from Valerie from Quinoa Holdings stating they were in favor of the change. Nancy Richards stated that Natasha Witka had some concerns for her delivery trucks making the turn from Main St. Chewens asked Fire Chief McCulloch if there were any Fire Dept. concerns and he stated there were none. Trustee Dushane asked DPW Superintendent Mike McGrath if there would be any issues plowing the area and he stated it wouldn’t be a problem. Miss Martinez from 188 Water St. stated that there should be a proper sidewalk there. Stan Raven owns building on Main St. has concerns for parking. Dana Hanusik stated that he thought the one-way direction was better going from Water St. up to Main St. Neva Wartell had wanted to know the reasoning as to why they chose going down to Water St. instead of up Main St. Zwoboda explained it was part of the walking loop at Water Street. Natasha Witka had concerns about the delivery trucks making the turn from Main to Water as a safety issue stating it would be easier if the trucks entered Factory from Water and exit out on Main. Rich Wagner stated that if it went toward main that it would bring up a traffic issue. Chewens added that he liked the Easterly Direction (going up toward Main) better. Discussion continued between the board and a few members of the public regarding the parking, traffic and direction in which the one-way should go. Valerie suggested maybe taking away a parking space away on Main to help with disability for traffic. Trustee Seeley stated that whichever direction they chose to go, if it didn’t work, that it can be reversed at any time. Lisa Jackson of the Community Center was concerned about the possible removal of a parking spot on Main St. and suggested maybe making loading hours for businesses and a stop sign on either side of Factory St. Bagshaw agreed to take those concerns into consideration. Discussion between Seeley, Zwoboda and Chief Darling regarding county workers dismissal and the traffic flow on Main St. and Bridge St. for either direction of the one-way. 

Bagshaw discussed with the rest of the board and they agreed that it would be an unofficial vote for being unsure of which direction to use as a one-way. Vice-President Paolino and Chewens both said no. Seeley was a yes and Dushane would prefer to leave Factory St. the way it is, with absolutely no parking on that street and concerns for snow removal in the winter time if the change went through. Bagshaw was in favor of the one-way but seeing as it can be a snow removal issue that it will remain a two-way street.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens to close the Public Hearing.  AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried. 


PUBLIC HEARING:

The Village of Catskill Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, August 24, 2016, at the Senior Center, Academy St.(off of Thompson St.) to hear public comment on closing Canal Street to motor vehicles and making it a pedestrian walkway.

President Bagshaw read recommendations from the Planning Board to make Canal St. a designated pedestrian walkway as a gateway to the walking loop. Bagshaw asked Mr. Zwoboda is he had anything to add and he just wants to see Main Street flourish. Bagshaw opened discussion to the public and Lisa Fox-Martin owner of 379 Main St. (H&R Block) said she likes the idea of the gardens but there are garbage bins lined up on the side of her building and her concern is the storage and pick up of the containers if there are gardens there especially for her tenants to walk through there. Fox-Martin also mentioned that she spoke with the owner if 377 Main St. and he is strongly against it closing to vehicles because he loses delivery access. Trustee Seeley stated that if this walkway happens that deliveries can be made from Main St via hand trucks if need be. Dana Hanusik representing Dr. Scrodanus (381-383 Main St.), along with a representative of 385 Main St and a note from the Chinese Restaurant, have a deed that says there is a 20 ft. right of way that only comes from Canal St. Hanusik also stated that Vargas office and the Bottle shop own a parking lot behind their buildings that would be landlocked if Canal St. closes. Further Hanusik stated that oil deliveries would be compromised for those buildings as well as issues for Central Hudson to get in there etc., along with further discussion regarding deliveries. Dr. Scrodanus wrote a letter for Hanusik to read stating to leave Canal St. alone and make it a one way instead of a walkway. Trustee Seeley feels that for us to move forward that we have to make tough decisions for pedestrian flow. Ralph Bosley of 16 Livingston St. suggested maybe dong a traffic study on Canal Street and Factory St. Bagshaw said that there are more options they can look into if need be. Chris Rappleyea of Woodland Ave. asked if the Village officially adopted plans for the project. Bagshaw stated it was a presentation with ideas to come up with the plan. Stan Raven had some concerns regarding the safety of the sidewalks on Canal St. Rich Wagner as well as Rappleyea had concerns about the planned walking loops effect on Canal St., seeing that it isn’t started yet, but approved. Carolyn tenant from 385 Main St. had concerns about closing off Canal because all her storage is in the basement of the building and her access is from Canal St. Liz Lagoudis of Cornell Cooperative clarified that she brought an architect class in to study the landscape designs that focus on climate adaptive designs. They look at traffic patterns, pedestrian patterns and storm water control, shore lines in a change of climate. The designs were related to the walking loop. Lagoudis stated that she worked with the planning board and did a training class to have them learn these practices. The planning board decided to choose a few of the elements of the designs to pursue. Lagoudis added that the gardens on Canal St. would help with the storm water from running down the street into the creek by being absorbed by the flowers and soil of the gardens. Joe Stefko of the Planning Board added that you have to do one piece to get to the next in order to get grants to help these projects to get these projects done. Hanusik suggested putting the focus on Factory St. and make that the showcase instead of Canal St. Peter Markou spoke and stated that this discussion was good to have and good ideas were discussed but to move forward not everyone will be satisfied with the decisions. Bagshaw also agreed with Markou. Rob Calin owner of the Mills said it’s good to try these things for a little bit so see if they work. Calin said it’s nice to allow the business owners to be involved. Bruce Rappleyea concerned about the maintenance of the gardens on Canal St. 

Bagshaw then asked the board for comments; Paolino is for making things better in the Village and beautification, but not at the expense of people not being able to access their properties. Chewens stated that he works for the taxpayers and will vote for what works for them, but added that we won’t move forward if there is so much negativity towards changes. Seeley is for closing Canal St. as a pedestrian walkway and for all to look at the big picture. Seeley also spoke about the fact that these meetings happen all the time with barely any public there. Dushane stated that we are on the right track and if we stop that, we are throwing money of improvements that have already been done. Bagshaw commended the planning board for working on this project and added that closing Canal may not be the right solution based on the business owners and property owners views, but will work to find the right solution. Bagshaw supports not closing to just pedestrians. 

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens to close the Public Hearing.  AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried. 1 Yes 4 No


PUBLIC HEARING:

The Village of Catskill Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing at 7:00PM, Wednesday, August 24, 2016, at the Senior Center, Academy St. (off of Thompson St.) to hear public comment on CDBG First Time Homeowners Grant application.

President Bagshaw asked Larry of Catskill Housing and Carl Heck of Greene County, to speak on behalf of this project. See attached proposal. Bagshaw wanted to clarify that this does not cost the Village any money. Bagshaw then opened discussion to the floor. Larry mentioned to the public that they would like to put it out in the local paper and Bagshaw suggested possibly sending it out to realtors as well. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bagshaw asked the board for comments; no comments. 

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Dushane to close the Public Hearing.  AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried. Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens to move forward on the proposal for the homebuyer assistance program for the Village of Catskill.  AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.



AGENDA:

Motion made by Paolino, seconded by Seeley, to approve payment of audited bills.  AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to approve submitted department reports.
AYES:  All Trustees present. Motion carried.

The Village of Catskill Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing at 7:00PM, Wednesday, September 14, 2016, at the Senior Center, Academy St. (off of Thompson St.) to hear public comment on the Village of Catskill’s community development needs, and to discuss the submission of a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for the 2016 program year for Crossroads Brewery.

Trustee Chewens spoke about Crossroads purchasing the old Daily Mail building turning it into a tasting room, canning and bottling and brewery tours and etc. Will be part of the walking loop and proposed to provide 22 jobs in the Village. Bagshaw also added that Crossroads is one of 5 breweries on the Catskill beverage trail. 

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to hold public hearing on September 14, 2016 for public comment on the Village of Catskill community development needs, and to discuss the submission of a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for the 2016 program year for Crossroads Brewery. AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried. 

Ken from Crossroads stated that he liked Catskill because of the progress that has been shown and the infrastructure. Ken also commended the board for doing a great job.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens to approve the hiring of Patrick McCulloch to the Catskill Housing Authority Board of Commissioners (see attached letter from Housing Authority) AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried. 

Fire Chief Patrick McCulloch informed the board that the Fire Department needs to purchase new radios due to the county changing frequencies. They have 3 state bid quotes: 1st $21,300,
 2nd $17,373.50, 3rd $22,350. Trustee Chewens added that the County will not fund and fire department for the radio change and that is up to each municipality and fire district for the funds. 
This change goes County wide November/December. Bagshaw stated that with an early purchase is a discounted price. McCulloch added original cost was $532 per pager, but will get 35% off from buying in bulk and buying them early. Chewens added there is a trade in value for old pagers. McCulloch is looking at the lowest bid $17,373.50 from Pittsfield Communications.


Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Paolino to approve Fire Department purchase of radios.
Discussion: Chewens mentioned where we would get this money that was not budgeted, and stated there will be $8,800 left over at the end of the year from the fire truck and fire house projects due to a lower interest rate. The board agreed to wait to discuss the amounts with The Village Clerk, Betsy.  AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.

Motion made by Chewens, seconded by Paolino to hire Cody Bell as a Part Time communications specialist for the police department effective August 25th 2016 (see attached from Lieutenant Frascello) AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.

Trustee Dushane spoke about the purchase of two used trucks: a bucket truck for the DPW to replace 35 yr. old existing bucket truck and utility truck for the Sewer plant that will not cost the tax payers any money because they will be using grants through FEMA. Mike McGrath had the DPW mechanic inspect both trucks and said they are in good condition. The purpose of the Sewer utility truck is to hold cameras for the sewer lines. DPW just purchased a new sewer camera with grant money that will be located on this truck. 

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Paolino to purchase sewer utility truck. AYES: All Trutees present. Motion carried.

Motion made by Dushane, seconded by Chewens to purchase bucket truck. AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.

Trustee Seeley announced that Natasha Witka will take his position on the LDC board.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to accept Natasha Witka on the LDC Board. AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.

Paul Rosenblatt Sr. addressed the Board with concerns regarding not getting “fill” on his property as he requested. Mike McGrath informed Rosenblatt that there was a law created regarding fill being dumped on a Village property and that a letter was sent by the Village Clerk to Rosenblatt with questions, and with his property being so close to the creek if he would take full responsibility and clear it with DEC, then the DPW would dump fill there. The Village heard nothing back from Rosenblatt and Rosenblatt stated he didn’t receive a letter. Bagshaw said they will find the record of the letter sent and send it to Rosenblatt and make sure there are proper DEC approvals. Bagshaw also stated that she will review the law that was made prior regarding fill. Trustee Dushane mentioned that he understood if fill was to be dropped on Rosenblatt’s property, that Rosenblatt would have to sign a waiver not holding the Village responsible for any damages of any kind. Rosenblatt stated that he met with Betsy and that he would sign whatever needs to be signed with the Village lawyer. Bagshaw said she would follow up with Betsy.

Motion made by Seeley, seconded by Chewens, to adjourn the meeting. AYES: All Trustees present. Motion carried.

								Respectfully Submitted,


								MELISSA RAGAINI
