MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MARCH 22, 2010

PRESENT: President Vincent Seeley

Vice President James Chewens

Trustee Angelo Amato

Trustee Joseph Kozloski

Trustee Patrick McCulloch

The meeting was called to order by President Seeley and opened with the 

Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC HEARING - Taxi Law

The hearing to propose increases in yearly permits for Taxis to $200 per cab and $200 per taxi driver was called to order by the President.

Nancy Sloyan spoke on behalf of Deckers Taxi, which she said has been in business for 43 years with no problems. She said that recent objections about horns and double parking are unreasonable as they need to be able to pick up and drop off passengers at their destination. She asked why taxis are being singled out, and not delivery trucks and buses. She objected to having to pay for a permit when they do not have to, but said that a $25 increase would be reasonable. She said their rates have not increased in 11 years. Seeley said he has had complaints about horns, speeding, and double parking. Sloyan and other drivers present said that they felt that Deckers was singled out in a letter regarding horns and double parking. The Police Chief said that all companies with permits received the same letter. Thomas O'Leary said that he is disabled and relies on cabs, and suggested that if there were benches, people might wait outside and it would not be necessary to blow horns.  Stan Raven said that it is commendable that taxi companies have not had a rate increase and are not making a lot of money. They are vital to the area. Mike Battaglino said that a bigger problem is double parking by delivery trucks near the light on Main Street. Mike DeBenedictus asked the motivation for raising fees, and the role of government should be to make it easier for businesses to survive. Brian Kehoe said that if the result of the fee increase is a reduction in the number of taxis, he is against the increase. Claire Winstone said that when her leg was broken, cabs were a lifeline. Deb Samuels said she would rather pay a tax increase than have cabs pay more. Amato said that if there are cab companies operating in the Village without permits, that needs to be addressed. Chewens said fingerprinting drivers should be done. He said that benches are a good idea, but vandalism is a problem.

Upon motion, the hearing adjourned.

MEETING

Motion by Chewens, second by Amato to make no change to the Taxi Law. =

AYES: All Trustees.

Sam Aldi and Mike DeBenedictus spoke about Doubles 11. The narrative 

they supplied is attached to these minutes. They said they are being 

persecuted and their customers harassed by the Police Department. They 

said they have been encouraged to call the Department for assistance 

when needed, but then these incidents are turned over to NYS Alcohol 

Control Board. They said the ACB raided their business at the request of the Police Department. The role of government should be to help 

businesses survive. Seeley said when Doubles transitioned from a Wine 

and Beer Bar to a high energy bar that spills out to the street, a new 

business model was needed. DeBendictus said they do not want to be seen 

as a problem. Aldi said the police cars went by their business 348 times since January and their customers are feeling targeted. Chewens said there are at least 60 incident reports from Doubles and 80% of the 

people in the reports were highly intoxicated. He said the Police 

Department will continue to do what is necessary. He said it is the 

policy of the Department to report incidents from all bars to ACB. 

Lauren Levy said it appears that there is selective enforcement in the 

Village. She cited a neighbor who was yelling at Police Officers and was not arrested, compared to a Doubles customer who was yelling in the street and was charged with a crime. Shawn Quinones said he has worked 

at Doubles for a year, and the Police have told him to call when he has 

a problem. He said the Police do not show respect to Aldi and 

DeBenedictus, and are confrontational with people who have been 

drinking. Rich Overbaugh said times have changed and the Police can not 

take a relaxed position - the world is different. Deb Samuels said she 

supports Doubles, but also the Police. Dick May said there is a 

difference between complaints from Doubles and complaints about Doubles. John Delaney agreed saying a request for help is not a complaint. Seeley said he did not believe Aldi and DeBenedictus and the Village Board are not that far apart.

Motion by McCulloch, second by Amato to approve payment of audited 

bills. AYES: All Trustees.

A plan to address parking problems in the Village was presented by 

Chewens as attached. Motion by Chewens, second by Amato to hold a public hearing April 12 to propose changes to the parking law - free parking in the large Main Street parking lot, and a fine increase. AYES: All =

Trustees.

Motion by Kozloski, second by McCulloch to approve the local law 

presented at the last meeting separating the positions of Clerk, 

Treasurer, and Collector. AYES: All Trustees.

The Village Election will be held March 30 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. in the 

Fire Department, with swearing in of new officers and Reorganization 

following the close of polls.

Bids for chemicals for the Water and Sewer Departments will be opened 

March 29 t 10 a.m.

Motion by Kozloski, second by Amato to approve the attached water bill 

adjustments. AYES: All Trustees.

Public hearings for the Small Cities grant application will be April 5 

and 12.

Motion by Kozloski, second by McCulloch to sign the LOSAP Plan and Trust documents. AYES: All Trustees.

Amato said that this could possibly be his last meeting and he thanked 

the Board and the public for their support for the past 6 years.

Upon motion the meeting adjourned.

Carolyn Pardy

