MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

AUGUST 9, 2010

PRESENT:
President Vincent Seeley



Vice President James Chewens



Trustee Joseph Kozloski



Trustee Patrick McCulloch



Trustee Brian Kehoe – arrived late

The meeting was called to order by President Seeley and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Kay Stamer of the Greene County Council on the Arts spoke about the grim financial situation of the Council.  She said they need $25,000 by the end of the month for their immediate expenses, and they are working on a strategy for the future.  Stamer said State funding is being held up for at least 6 weeks, and it could be months.  Trustee Kehoe arrived.  Seeley suggested they work with the Community Center and perhaps consider consolidating spaces.  Trustees agreed the Council is an asset to the Village, and while they can not assist financially, they will spread the word about their dismal situation.

Motion by Kozloski, second by Chewens to approve payment of audited bills.  Ayes:  All Trustees.  Motion carried.

Motion by McCulloch, second by Chewens to approve the DPW, Police, and Treasurers reports as submitted.  Ayes:  All Trustees.  Motion carried.

Chewens read a memorandum from Police Chief, David Darling, regarding parking on Franklin Street and surrounding streets and parking lots.  He summarized the available spaces in the area, and gave a breakdown of the cars that are parking on Franklin Street.  In brief, he said that with the change in the parking law, enacted at the July 26th meeting, there will be 17 parking spaces on Franklin Street with 2 spots for the library.  Residents of Franklin Street own 10 vehicles.  The remainder of the spaces are being used by County employees.  He said, at the time of his survey, there were 117 parking spaces in a 6 block area available for vehicles not belonging to Franklin Street residents.  Chewens said that on June 28, fire trucks had difficulty getting through Franklin Street with vehicles parked on both sides of the road and this is a public safety issue.  Seeley apologized to the residents of Franklin Street for not better informing them that this change in the parking was being considered.

Nicky Hodor said the problem on June 28 was because cars were parked in a no parking zone.  Joan Miller spoke on behalf of the Library and said that while public safety was paramount, access to the Library was also critical, and she hoped that all options are being considered.  She suggested lowering the curb on the east side so that people can get out of their cars, painting lines, and improving signage.  She also suggested two side parking in front of the Library where the road is the widest.  Peter Margolius said that when DPW Superintendent put the wall in on the west side of the street, it was impossible to open the passenger door, so many people park 3-4 feet from the curb.  He suggested that ticketing could help.  He said he would be willing to narrow the sidewalk in front of his property to widen the road.  Annette Margolius asked for handicapped parking space as she is disabled.  She also suggested restricting parking to residents only.  She said that without on street parking readily available, she would be unable to rent her apartments.  Jon Phillips provided a narrative and photographs of the problems on Franklin Street.  He said he often gets trapped in his driveway.  He said the streeet is 30 feet at the widest point and 21 feet at the narrowest.  He suggested that there may be an allowance for residential parking only as this is an historic area.  Bill Kimble of the Daily Freeman suggested looking at Rhinebeck where there are resident only parking restrictions.  Stuart Dutfield said there has been a significant investment in the Village by the Library and others, and any less than 4 parking spaces for the Library will negatively impact them.  He said the concerns of the residents are legitimate, and asked if diagonal parking has been considered.  Mary Cloke spoke in support of the Library and said it is critical to have a Library you can get to.  Patrick Milbourne asked to ban commercial traffic.  Carol Jordan asked that as a resident of William Street which will catch the overflow from Franklin Street, if lines could be painted on William Street.  Nicky Hodor said the alternate parking during snow is working well.  But she said drainage is an issue and ice a problem in the winter. Kehoe said he supports resident parking and suggested Department Heads do a study with recommendations.  McCulloch said his concern is for emergency vehicles, and we wants to wait for Alex regarding resident parking.  Chewens said the Library staff should not be parking on Franklin Street.  He agrees with reducing the parking on William Street by one space opposite Franklin so trucks can make the turn.  Kozloski said he worries that other streets may also want resident parking also.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting. 

Motion by McCulloch, second by Kehoe to hold a public hearing at 7:15 p.m. on August 23 to permit handicapped parking on Franklin Street.  Ayes:  All Trustees.  Motion carried.

There will be a public hearing on August 23 at 7 p.m. to propose an amendment to the Dog Law to allow dogs in Dutchmans Landing when they are being transported to and from vehicle to boat.

Nancy Richards said there will be a wine tasting as part of the August Second Saturday.  She also said a group from the Clearwater will camp at Dutchmans Landing overnight on August 12 as part of an educational program.

Motion by Kozloski, second by McCulloch to purchase gas and diesel fuel through Greene County’s bid.  Ayes:  All Trustees.  Motion carried.

Motion by Chewens, second by Kozloski to accept the resignation of part time Communications Specialist Travis Witherwax.  Ayes:  All  Trustees.  Motion carried.

Motion by Chewens, second by McCulloch to move Mark Nazi from part time Communications Specialist to part time Police Officer.  Ayes:  All Trustees.  Motion carried.

Motion by Chewens, second by McCulloch to appoint Chet Lopez part time Communications Specialist.  Ayes:  All Trustees.  Motion carried.

Seeley said he received a complaint from a taxpayer about being charged a penalty for a tax paid one day late.  It was explained that under the NYS Real Property Tax Law interest must be charged on any late payment at a rate set in this law, and the Village can make no exceptions.

Chewens said that he is frustrated that every decision the Village Board makes is questioned and challenged.  He said that the Trustees are doing their best and if anyone has suggestions, they should come forward.

Kehoe said he spoke to Tom Gibson about his interest in the Planning Board and found him to be qualified.  

Kehoe said that a letter has been written to Home Sweet Home about public access to the river, and he will follow up with the owner.

Upon motion, the meeting adjourned.





Carolyn Pardy





Clerk-Treasurer

